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720 South Second Street       
Mankato, MN  56001  
Phone: (507) 388-2925                                 
Fax: (507) 388-6920                                             
E-mail: blchurch@hickorytech.net 
Website: www.bethlehemmankato.org 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  387-4187 
  E-mail: pastorjay@hickorytech.net  
Lance Quick:  317-2181 (cell)  
         E-mail:  lquick@hickorytech.net 
Leah Garry: 382-2205 (cell) 
          E-mail:  lgarry@hickorytech.net 

DEADLINE  for 
the June Star is 

May 15. 

“It Is Finished” 
On Palm Sunday, I had the privilege 
of preaching on this word of our 
Lord Jesus from the cross.  As we 
enter May, we begin the season of 
that which is finished: the Light   
Program and Confirmation; the   
academic calendar; and for pastors, 
musicians, and church staff, Lent. If 
you were here and heard that        
message, it was said that Jesus’ word 
from the cross is in the Greek perfect 
tense. Unlike the English perfect 
tense which indicates a completed 
past action--something that has    
already happened--the Greek       
language of the New Testament has a 
different understanding of the perfect 
tense.   The basic thought of the  
perfect tense in Greek is that the  
progress of an action has been     
completed; but the consequences of 
the action are continuing on in full 
effect. In other words, the action is 
done, but the finished results are now 
in existence and continue.  What 
Jesus finishes on the cross continues 
on for us today—thanks to Christ, his 
dying and rising, we have forgive-
ness, life, and salvation. 
 

Just as graduation day means both an 
ending and a beginning for many at 
Bethlehem this spring, Easter means 
an end to death and the beginning of 
new life.  That day we began the fifty 
day season of Easter.  We live in 
Easter time.  Our death is finished, 
our sin is finished.  As we worship 
Christ and answer his invitation to 
service and love, we recognize him 
resurrected in our midst, yet bearing 
the marks of our sin.  We hear him 
say our names. 
 

Though many find the finish of our 
children’s programs a reason to    
finish worshiping for three months, 

Pacific Lutheran University in   
Tacoma, and the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago.  She has 
served congregations in Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, and is completing an 
interim assignment at Medo       
Lutheran near Mapleton.  She is 
married to Josh, a professor at 
MSU, and they have a young son 
named Oliver. 
Pastor Collette will divide her time 
between Bethlehem and Redeemer 
Lutheran, and we are excited for 
our new relationship with them.   
Based on her acceptance of God’s 
call, we anticipate her beginning her 
ministry among us in June, with an 
installation date and celebration to 
be announced.  We invite your 
prayers for Pastor Collette and her 
family as we eagerly await her   
arrival and the start of her ministry. 
 

Staff Update 
Deb Leiferman began her work as 
the administrative assistant on April 
26.  Deb’s is a half-time position, 
and we will see her here on      
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  
Please come in and say hello and 
welcome to Deb. 
Congratulations to Leah Garry, 
our Director of Children and Family 
Ministry.  Leah and Andrew      
welcomed a daughter named Elliott 
on March 28. 
Congratulations to our financial 
secretary, Elizabeth Molina, who 
will be married to Joel Ruiz on   
May 7 here at Bethlehem. 
Congratulations to Lance Quick, 
our Director of Youth Ministry, 
who will graduate from Luther 
Seminary on May 29 with his     
degree in Children, Youth, and 
Family Ministry. 

�������%����
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our prayer and expectation is that in 
the summer we will continue to 
gather to celebrate Christ in Word 
and Sacrament, and to bring hope 
and healing to the world God loves.  
We begin our summer schedule on 
May 29 at 9:45 a.m.  We go to one 
summer worship service so that the 
“two congregations” we have in the 
other seasons might join together as 
one in prayer and praise.  From       
9-9:45 you are invited to a time of 
coffee and fellowship in Grounds 
for Joy.   We will have a summer 
evening worship offering, and the 
time and place will be announced in 
the June Star. 
 

We have a lot to celebrate this 
Easter and following!   On May 22, 
we will recognize our high school 
graduates in worship and with a 
reception.   A new pastor will soon 
be among us, and we will celebrate 
Pastor Collette’s call on her day of 
installation. Minnesota Teen    
Challenge will be here on July 24, 
sharing their stories of transforma-
tion and freedom. 
 

God continues what was finished in 
the dying and rising of his Son here 
among us at Bethlehem! 
               ~ Pr. Jay 
 

New Members Welcome 
If you or someone you know is  
interested in joining the Body of 
Christ at Bethlehem, please contact 
Pastor Jay.  A new member orienta-
tion will be held in June. 
 

Welcome to our New Pastor! 
At our semi-annual meeting, the 
congregation unanimously voted to 
extend a call to the Rev. Collette 
Broady Preiss.   Pastor Collette is 
an Alaska native, and a graduate of 
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Jay & Beth Backstrom 
Bruce & Angela Bakke 
Cliff Bye 
Betty Lou Cords 
Lee Drake 
Denny & Shirley Ferris 
Werner Fick 
Andrew & Leah Garry 
Al & Barbara Girtz 
Alex & Jenny Goff 

Jason & Elizabeth Hanke 
Tim & Amy Heiser 
Jack & Harriet Kent 
Sandy Kuper 
Gordy & Marilyn Larson 
Ethel Medalen 
Gene Nelson 
Keith Nelson 
Dianne Olson 
Keith Otsea 

Chuck & Kathy Piehl 
Roger & Deb Pipes 
Cara Ringgenberg 
Tanya Ringgenberg 
Janet Rossow 
Hobert & Margaret Setzer 
Jane Sletta 
Deb Ullrich 
Steven & Rosa Yath 

MAY SERVING GROUP   ~  Co-Chair:  Kathy Croswell (388-2002)   Co-Chair:  Karen Sandersfeld (387-3576)    
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CHRIST, COMPASSION, AND CHRISTMAS 

Blessed Christmas to you all!  �����  
 

I gave a chapel talk recently at our morning devotions at Arusha Lutheran Medical 
Centre.  I spoke to the idea that our ministry is really a sharing of the compassion of 
Christ with our patients and with each other.  “Compassion” comes from the Latin 
words “passio” for suffering and “cum” meaning together.  Thus, sharing the suffering.  
As I searched the scriptures for those stories of the healings of Christ, I was struck by 
how almost every account of Christ’s healings included the word compassion.  “He had 
compassion on him….. He was moved by compassion…..He felt compassion.”  Christ, 
the very image of God, shows us that God is truly a compassionate God at this 
Christmas time, when simply we remember the greatest act of compassion possible.  
God felt compassion for a broken, separated, and hurting world; God felt compassion 
and reached out to heal us through the gift of Jesus, born to bring about the healing of 
our very creational relationship with God the Father. Christmas is the celebration of 
God’s compassion for us all.   
 

MISSION OF COMPASSION  
 

The many ministries of compassion continue well.  Our surgeries for crippled children 
now number in the hundreds each year.  The outreach to women with obstetric fistula is 
growing, too, especially with the addition of a special surgeon coming to direct this 
program from Ethiopia.  Amazing new ministries for helping children with spina bifida 
and hydrocephalus have begun.  And the painful, yet sadly necessary, Sexual Abuse and 
Rape Care Center is serving those in need.   
 
The needs are great; yet as the faithful in Christ, together we continue to share the 
compassion of Christ.  Together, we are Christ, sharing in the suffering and in the hope 
of those whom we serve together in Tanzania. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOD BLESS! 
Mark and Linda Jacobson 

ECHO FOOD SHELF 
 

In May, we’ll be collecting 
tuna and canned meat. 
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On Sunday, March 20, Bethle-
hem members and friends (19 of 
them!) were at the Salvation 
Army serving the noon meal to 
102 guests. Seconds were served 
to 51 of those guests!  The menu 
included goulash, lasagna, cole 

slaw, fresh fruit, French bread, dill pickles, bars, and milk.  
Our congregation makes a difference in our community 
when we serve a meal to others.  Thank you, everyone, 
for contributing your time, food, and money to this 
meal:  Chuck & Kathy Piehl; Wayne & Gail Date; Gert 
DeRemer; Ben & Joanne Kirchner; Arlene Kirchner; Rod 
& Bonnie Torgerson; Steve & Lynette Freyberg; Roger, 
Deb, & Emily Pipes; Bruce, Sandy, Rose, & Jayd Abild; 
Melissa Elkins; Olivia Klehr; Alice Rocksvold; Newt 
Moen; Harvey & Alice Kollos; Ken & Julie Schrader; 
Mary Hall; Bruce & Marilyn Barklow; Rae Allan; Jay 
Backstrom; Aileen Eick; Randy & Rachel Wood; Elaine 
Kunz; and Bob & Susan Brown. Bethlehem will serve 
again on July 3.  Call Bob & Susan Brown at 387-2976 to 
volunteer or donate.  Bethlehem has been participating in 
the Sunday noon dinner program since it began in 1989.    

Care Ministry 
The Bethlehem Lutheran Care Ministry Team 
will be meeting on Thursday, May 5, at 12:30 
p.m. in Grounds for Joy.  Our speaker will be 
Chaplain Gary Creech from I.S.J.   Please come! 

Coffee and treats will be served.  
 Blessings, Kathy Croswell, Florence Sassenberg, and Pastor Jay. 
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The Care Ministry Team will gather at Gus Johnson Plaza at 
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 19, for communion, fellowship, 
coffee, and treats.  Everyone is invited to join us.  
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Our Spring Luncheon is on Wednesday,  May 11, 
at noon in the Heritage Room.  Please sign up 
in the church office on or before  Sunday,  May 8. 
The cost is $7.00.  Paula Krause and family will 
provide a program of music.  All women are  
welcome to attend this fellowship event.   You’re invited to a Graduation Party for  

 

Dalton Matthies 
 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Dining Room 

Greetings to all at Bethlehem! 
 
Our family will be celebrating Ann Walker's 
80th birthday, which happens to fall on 
Easter Day (April 24).  I am contacting     

Bethlehem because we would like to inundate our mother with 
memories and messages.  To tweak your memories, Pastor Don 
Walker served Bethlehem from 1970-1977.  Ann was involved 
in Sunday School, circles, and she was an avid bowler at the 
time. She also spent many hours cheering on her kids at school 
events. She still cheers on her beloved Vikings and Twins.  We 
are asking anyone that would like to share a fond memory and to 
wish her well to send your message to Don Walker 
<drwalker@cableone.net> or a card or letter to: 
 

Ann Walker 
2920 - 12th Avenue South 
Moorhead, MN   56560 

 
God’s blessings to all, George Walker 

(The note above wasn’t received in time for the April Star.) 

Join together with other area churches for 
Mankato Moondogs Faith Night at the 
Ballpark!   
 

Sunday, June 12, at 6:05 p.m.  
Mankato Moondogs vs. Brainerd Lakes Area Lunkers 
 
A sign-up sheet is in the office to receive the discounted 
ticket price.  Tickets are limited, so sign up TODAY!  

HOST FAMILY NEEDED  
 
Are you willing to open your home to three college students from 
Green Lake? They will be here hosting Green Lake Day Camp for 
the children of Bethlehem from June 12-16, and they need a 
“home”.  Please consider opening up your home to them.  Contact 
Leah Garry at 507-382-2205 if you’re interested. 

Thank you to those who walked and 
contributed to the ALS Walk on Saturday, 
April 16.  It creates public awareness of ALS 
and hastens its cure.  Thank you very much.  
Love, Pastor Don Roberts 
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The Earth Stewards hope you were able to reduce your 
carbon footprint on the Lenten Journey.  We encourage 
you to continue being intentional about your reduce,     
re-use, and recycle efforts.  Thank you for playing your 

part.  Stewardship -- don’t leave home without it! 
May 16-20 is National Bike/Walk to work week; a week to explore 
alternate modes of transportation to get us where we need to go. 
The Earth Stewards encourage you to consider the concept by   
biking, walking, or ride sharing as a way to get to worship. 
Getting out of your car helps you to connect with your neighbor-
hood and the environment. Each car trip that you can eliminate 
saves you about $.50 a mile, eliminates carbon emissions into the 
air, and walking or biking helps your health.   If you live close, 
walk or bike; if you live further out, pick up someone on your way. 
Come as a family in one car and get to know others better as you 
wait for everyone to go home. Enjoy a nice spring day using your 
own two feet, a clear head from fresh air, and a chance to build 
community by connecting to the people and place you live. 

Grounds for Joy  
Coffee Cup Caper Mystery Solved! 

Amy and Tim Heiser have been spotted confiscating 
dirty coffee cups, ferrying the cart of dirty cups to the 
Heritage Room, cleaning up the evidence, and return-
ing the clean cups to the lounge cup racks.  They were 
caught after their own work hours, and they admitted 
to having done the deed almost weekly during the 
past five years.  Kudos to Tim and Amy from the 
Bethlehem Earth Stewards for giving their time and 
energy to limit the use of disposable coffee cups! 

Wednesday Night Suppers  
Join us for good food and fellowship in the dining room on May 4 
for the final Wednesday night supper until September.  Serving is 
from 5:00 to 6:30. Cost remains at $4.00 for adults, $3.00 for        
students through confirmation age, and $11.00 for families.  BRING 
YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS!  This is an opportunity for 
fellowship with members for Bethlehem and a community           
outreach.        

Menu for May 4:   Cook’s Choice 
Thanks to Julie Erdman and all of the volunteers for  

preparing and serving the meals this past year!  

ENDOWMENT BOARD NEWS 
The weekly bulletins have been reminding 
high school seniors and returning college 
students to submit their scholarship     
requests. The deadline is May 1, and 

requests received later will be denied.  Students 
who have received  scholarships continue to send their 
thanks and their desire to remain involved with Beth-
lehem.  Your Endowment Board sees this as a positive 
result from a positive investment in the future. 

NORDIC BAZAAR  
PLANNING MEETING 

All bazaar coordinators and all 
interested persons are asked to 
make note of the upcoming  

planning session on May 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Grounds for Joy.  
Please come prepared with ideas, questions, and suggestions. 

Greetings! Smiles and warm 
greetings are contagious.  Who did 
you greet last Sunday morning?  
Your friends?  The youth? New 
members? Visitors?  Yes, we have 
official greeters, but each of us has 
a role in making Bethlehem a 

warm and friendly place.  We challenge you to 
greet someone different each Sunday morning.  Say 
hello.  Invite someone different to join your table at 
coffee time.  Help make Bethlehem a welcoming 
place.  ~   Evangelism Board 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The deficit at the end of March, 2011, 
reached $18,650.  This deficit is made up of 
$13,700 of carryover deficit from 2010, plus 

an additional $5,000 from 2011.  We usually expect to 
run a deficit in the early part of the year due to heating 
bills and other seasonal expenses. The issue, however, 
is that we have not been paying for an office position 
or a second pastor so far this year.  The carryover 
deficit, along with the $36,000 deficit budget that the 
congregation approved at the November, 2010, semi-
annual meeting, means that we could be facing a 
$50,000 deficit by the end of the year.  On a more 
pleasant note, member envelope giving has been 
strong at 96% of budget.  First quarter contribution 
reports have been distributed.  Please review yours for 
accuracy, and if you are behind, and you are able, 
please try to meet your intent of giving. 
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Highlights of activities during May: 
 

Wednesday Night Schedule 
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.    Wednesday Night Supper  
         (May 4 - final supper) 
5:15 - 6:00 p.m.     Junior Gospbells 
5:15 - 6:15 p.m.     Chancel Choir  
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.     TIMES  
6:00 - 7:45 p.m.     Confirmation  
6:15 - 6:45 p.m.     Children of Bethlehem 
6:30 - 7:45 p.m.     Bethlehem Gospbells 
6:45 - 7:45 p.m.     Gather Choir  
7:45 - 8:30 p.m.     The Messengers 
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2 10 a.m. - Nordic Bazaar planning meeting - Grounds for Joy 

5 12:30 p.m. - Care Ministry mtg. - Grounds for Joy 

9 McEducator’s Night at McDonald’s on Adams Street 

11 Noon - BWELCA Spring Luncheon - Heritage Room 

13-14 Elementary Retreat - Green Lake 

18 6 p.m. - Confirmation picnic/party - Highland Park 

21-22 Lincoln dramatic play - 7:00 on 5/21; 2:00 on 5/22 

29 Summer worship begins at 9:45 a.m.  
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G r e e n  L a k e  D a y  C a m p 
The theme for 2011 is “Cling to the 
Cross” and focuses on the theme 
verse, “For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 

         power of God.” 
WHO:  Completed kindergartners thru 5th graders; 6th + 
grades can be Junior Counselors 
WHAT:  Green Lake Day Camp 2011 
WHERE:  Bethlehem Lutheran Church - Youth Room 
WHEN:  Sunday, June 12 - Thursday, June 16 
COST:  $25 for the week 
TIME:  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

**Earlier drop off and later pick up times are available 
upon request.** 

 
Registration forms are available NOW. 

 

�
 

 
 

� � � � � � � % � � � � � � � � �

MILESTONE  NEWS   
FOR  MAY  

May 1 -- The fifth graders and their 
families will receive communion as 
a group at the first table at 10:45. 
They made the bread that will be 

used. The banners of “What Communion Means to Me” 
are hanging in the narthex. These students have com-
pleted 6 weeks on the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Their teachers, Sandy Abild and Lynae Flom, have again 
done an excellent job.  Our 5th graders are Ethan Bastian, 
Nate Dahlvang, and Jakub Soroka.    
May 15 -- The second graders will meet with Betty 
Sanger to understand the parts of prayer and make a class 
prayer that will be presented to the congregation on May 
22 at the 10:45 service. This will be the “Prayer of the 
Day” for both church services. Each second grader will 
be given a copy of their class prayer.   All of the babies 
and their families that were baptized last year will have a 
special blessing at the 10:45 church service. At 10:15 
a.m., these families will meet in the dining room with 
Pastor Jay, Leah Garry (our Children’s Ministry director), 
and Vee Williams (Milestone Ministry coordinator), to 
talk about praying and blessing these babies every night 
as a prayer nighttime ritual. A small parent handbook  
that contains simple prayers and songs will be given to 
each family.    
May 22 -- Our high school seniors will be blessed at the 
10:45 church service, as many of them will leave their 
childhood homes to go to college, vo-tech, or into the job 
market. We want them to know that they are still a part of 
the Bethlehem Lutheran Church family. The Endowment 
Committee will also be awarding the scholarships to 
these students.  The second graders will present their 
class prayer at the 10:45 church service as the “Prayer of 
the Day”. This prayer will be printed and used by the 
congregation at the first service.  I want to thank Betty 
Sanger for sharing her love of teaching and her faith with 
these students.  ~ Vee M.G. Williams 

Save the date for Rally Sunday -- 
September 11, 2011!  We will be 
kicking off 2011 with the Fellowship 
Carnival following the 10:45 service. 

Contact Leah Garry at 507-382-2205 
or lgarry@hickorytech.net to 
volunteer or just to learn more about 
the exciting LIGHT program. 
 

God Lights Our Way! 

Save the Date for  
BIG JUNGLE  
ADVENTURE!      

(please note  
date change) 

Go wild on a faith 
journey with Jesus!  

Grab a vine, brave the rapids, and 
prepare for a BIG JUNGLE AD-
VENTURE! Kids won't want to miss 
a minute of this big adventure where 
they can go wild for Jesus! Complete 
with interactive and engaging activi-
ties, kids will learn about Jesus' 
amazing love all day, every day. 
 

What: Vacation Bible School 2011 
 

Where: Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
 

Who: 3 year olds thru 5th grade 
 

When: July 31 - August 4  
            from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

(free-will offering meal  
before at 5:30) 

Registration deadline is July 22.   
Volunteers are Needed! 
 

 

The LIGHT children will sing on 
May 22 at the 10:45 worship service.  
That is the final day of LIGHT for 
the year. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped make LIGHT 2010-2011 a 
great year! Over 60 talented 
individuals donated their time to 
make LIGHT a successful program. 
We couldn’t do it without you! 
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We made it, the sun is 
shining, and the smiles 
are back!  What is it that 
when nice weather 
comes, we open our 
hearts and are receptive 

to whatever life deals us?  I am among 
the sun lovers. There are lots of things 
coming up for you to get tuned into.   
Before I start, I want to thank all of the 
25 mentors who did such a great job 
with our confirmation youth.  I was 
really pleased at the dedication and 
quality time you mentors gave.  Our 
youth will thank you as well—and it 
may come as a memory later in life. 
May is traditionally the end of school/
looking forward to summer, but since 
school gets out in June, June will come 
and go before you know it.  We end our 
yearly programming with parties (we all 
love parties!). The confirmation party is 
again at Highland Park (up by the    
college) on Wednesday, May 18, at our 
normal 6 p.m. confirmation time.      

Parents can drop the youth off at the 
park and pick them up at 8 p.m. Or, if 
you would like to stay and eat with us, 
please feel free to join us; there is a $3 
cost for this.  Traditionally, attendees 
bring dessert (surprise us with your  
special treat).   Please let us know if you 
as parents are attending so we have 
enough food.   
May 15 is a car wash to support the 
Tennessee mission trip.  Bring your car 
in and get it clean for summer.  Cars 
will be washed for a donation of your 
choice (donation to the mission trip) 
between services and then after the  
second service. 
May 22 is the end of Sunday school, 
with a special LIGHT program at the 
10:45 service.    
The Mankato Ministerial Association 
elected not to have Baccalaureate this 
year due to low numbers last year, so 
we are having a BLC special day for our 
seniors to send them off to college.  
This is not “a goodbye” but “a see you 

later” send-off.  We hope they feel 
Bethlehem is still their church home.  
Also at the second service, the          
Endowment Board will pass out 
“checks” to those who applied for 
scholarships and we will have a special 
“senior” milestone at the second      
service.  Seniors and their families are 
then invited to attend a special dinner in 
the youth room hosted by the Youth 
Board especially for them.  It promises 
to be a busy day.  May God bless you in 
the weeks to come!  Using the metaphor 
above, hopefully your summer will be a 
“bright sunny” one.  See you in church.  
                       ~ Lance 

���������	�
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CSI:  Mankato (Christ’s Servants Involved) -- change of 
date:  August 7-12 

Due to the size of CSI, we have outgrown Linda Good’s home and are      
currently scheduled to stay at the Youth Hostel at Gustavus Adolphus       
College in St. Peter.  This lodging accommodates our growth and has a      
facility which gives us showers and beds.  There will be a cost associated 
with this, but it is a necessary move to allow everyone who wants to          
participate to have an opportunity.  It also opens some additional opportuni-
ties for evening activities.   
May 18    6:00 p.m.  -  Confirmation Picnic and Party! 
June 17-26   Mission Trip to Newport, TN 
July 10-16   Boundary Waters Trip 
August 7-12   CSI: Mankato 

CONGRATULATIONS to all of  
Bethlehem’s Graduating Seniors! 

 

  Jayd Abild      Bridget Kohn 
     Alexander Ahl    Dalton Matthies 

   Gunnar Boettcher     Kathryn Orchard 
   Logan Braun     Brady Palmquist 
   Ethan Evenson        Stacie Sprague 
   Cara Flom          Amber Steen 
   Megan Jones      Jennifer Street 
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Monday Nights at  
McDonald’s     

McEducator Nights 
The Bethlehem Child Care Center 

will receive a  portion of the funds from all 
in-store purchases at the Adams Street 
McDonald’s from 5-7 p.m. on May 9.  We 
benefited by $500.00 last year to put    
toward the playground. The funds will be 
used in the same way this year.   

 

The Phantom Visits Mankato! 
One of the greatest silent films, 
“Phantom of the Opera”, will be shown 
at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, May 20, at 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 222 
Pfau Street, Mankato.  This classic 1925 
movie will not be “silent”, thanks to a 

visiting artist, R. Jelani Eddington, who was Theater 
Organist of the Year in 2001 (he’s the youngest person to receive this 
honor).  Mr. Eddington will watch the movie with the audience and   
improvise a theater organ accompaniment to go along with events and 
emotions depicted on the screen -- just like it was done in the 1920s   
before movies were made with sound.  Tickets for this special event will 
be available at the door:  $7 for adults, and $5 for seniors and              
students.  The event is presented by the Sioux Trails Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists.  For more information, please visit 
www.agohq.org/chapters/siouxtrails.  This activity is made possible by a 
grant provided by the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council from funds 
appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature. 
 
Gaston Leroux’s novel, Phantom of the Opera, was published in 
1911.   Several films have been made of the story, with the most notable 
versions being the 1925 silent film with Lon Chaney as the Phantom; the 
1943 film (in Technicolor) with Claude Rains in the title role; and the 
2004 movie, which features Gerard Butler and the music of Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber.  The 1986 stage musical by Webber is the longest       
running Broadway show in history.  

We have a selection of four old 
Ideals magazines.  They each 
center around Mother’s Day 
(they’re on the slanting display 
shelves).   
This month, we suggest these 

books for your reading pleasure: 
1. Peanut Butter on My Pillow, by Rita 

Kramer (306.8 Kra). 
2. A variety of Chicken Soup books (158 

Cam). 

originate in the way he died, but rather 
in the way he lived. Lincoln's decisions 
and actions made during the final few 
weeks of his life were some of the most 
critical ones of his entire career. Of 
particular historical significance was 
the way in which Lincoln instructed his 
military commanders to treat the     
vanquished Confederate foe; he      
insisted the Southern soldiers be treated 
as wayward brothers being welcomed 
home by their Northern counterparts, 
despite the Southerners turning their 
backs on the Union, and in the process, 
threatening to destroy the American 
experiment in self-government.       
Lincoln's humble entry into Richmond, 
Virginia, on April 4, 1865 -- not as a 
conqueror, but as the elected represen-
tative of all the people -- further     
demonstrated his desire to unite the 
war-torn nation. 
 

Although Lincoln is the central figure 
in the drama, it is told through the eyes 
of his faithful bodyguard, William 
Crook; through the eyes of his military 

officers: General Grant, General 
Sherman, and Admiral Porter; and 
through the eyes of his wife, Mary 
Todd [Lincoln] and sons Robert and 
Tad. Of all the characters, Tad grew the 
most in his appreciation for his father. 
 

Please join our talented troupe of child 
actors and community members from 
the greater Mankato area in the Dining 
Room of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
as they bring the story of Lincoln's last 
days to life.  Performance dates are 
Saturday, May 21, at 7 p.m., and 
Sunday, May 22, at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$7.00 for adults and $5.00 for students 
ages 5-16. Students under 5 are free. 
Proceeds will be used to purchase 
equipment for future productions and 
to cover rental fees. Checks may be 
made to: "Abraham Lincoln Dramatic 
Play." Tickets may be purchased at the 
door. 
 
 

“...To Bind Up the 
Nation’s Wounds…”  

Lincoln's  
Last Days  

Dramatic Play 
Written and  
Directed by:  

Bryce O. Stenzel 
Published in 2007  

by Minnesota Heritage Publishing of 
Mankato, Minnesota 

 

The title of this play, "To Bind Up the 
Nation's Wounds," was derived from 
Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural 
Address delivered on March 4, 1865. 
The phrase set the tone for what      
Lincoln hoped to accomplish in his 
second term as President of the United 
States.  Tragically, Lincoln's dream for 
a "just and lasting peace" was cut short 
by the fanatical, misguided actions of 
John Wilkes Booth in Ford's Theatre 
on April 14, 1865. Although Lincoln's 
assassination will be depicted in this 
drama, his greatness and enduring  
legacy as a humanitarian did not    

 

Bethlehem Child Care Center 
Barnes & Noble Book Fair at 

the River Hills Mall 
Sunday, May 1 - 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
12:30 - BCCC children will entertain with 
    special music, followed by Pastor Jay 
    and storytime 
12:30-2:30 - Think Fun games for children 
   ages 4-12 
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“From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”   ~  John 1:16-17   

A Devotional from Pastor Don Roberts 

Jesus’ resurrection makes those 
verses true.  “From his fullness we 
have all received grace upon grace.”  
Christ’s grace shines upon us.  Christ 
bestows grace upon us every day.  
Day after day he gives us forgiveness 
and love.  Too often we think that 
being a Christian means doing the 
right things.  We ask someone if they 
are a Christian and he or she might 
say, “I try to be”.  God’s law is     
important, but we cannot keep it 
completely.  We just cannot do it.  
Sin separates us from God.  It was 

important enough for Jesus to die for 
it.  Jesus so identified with us that in 
his dying moments he said, “My 
God, my God!  Why have you      
forsaken me?”, so we do not have   
to say that.  Sin so separates us    
from God that Jesus endured the 
separation for us. What grace!  
Though obedience is important, 
Christianity is a relationship with the 
risen Christ. With this relationship 
we obey, not because we have to, but 
because we want to.  Perhaps an   
illustration would help.  Even on a 

�� 
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Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.  His devotionals are written 

with the aid of a letterboard and an assistant.  Pastor Don’s book is available in the church office ~ $15 each. 

Wednesday Women’s Bible/ 
Discussion Group will meet on 

May 11 and 25 
 at 3:30 p.m. in Grounds for Joy.  

New Location - Sweet Shoppe 2! 
We’ve changed our meeting      
location!  Join us every Tuesday 
morning at 7:00 a.m. at Sweet 
Shoppe 2, which is located in the 
former Dunn Bros. Coffee      
building,  1745 Commerce Drive 
in North Mankato. 
Men & women are welcome.  

Come and join us --  
we have room for more! 

Mom’s Circle  
Bible Study  

 

Mom’s Circle is a   
community of women 
created in the image of 
God, called to  disciple-
ship in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy 

Spirit.  Our callings are to engage in       
ministry and promote healing and wholeness 
in the church, the society, and the world.  A 
group of moms with young children meets 
on the third Monday of every month during 
the year at 6:30 p.m.   The  May meeting 
will be on May 16 at BW3.   

Men’s Tuesday Noon Bible Study 
meets at 101 Main in the City     
Center Hotel.  Lunch is followed by 
an informal Bible study -- this is 
very low-keyed, and no one is ever 
“put on the spot” or in any way 
made to feel anything but very  
comfortable.  All men are welcome.  

cloudy day, the sun is always      
shining.  We just can’t see it because 
of the clouds.  Christ’s grace is    
always shining on us in spite of the 
clouds in our lives.  Praise Christ! 

May 1 Presentation by House of Hope   
 

May 8 To be announced 
 

May 15 Pentecostal Bible Study 
 

May 22 Bryce Stenzel to share the making of “...To Bind Up the Nation’s 
Wounds…” - Lincoln dramatic play, which will be presented on May 21-22 
 

May 29 No forum (9:45 service) 

�
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Prayers Wanted! Our Bethlehem 
prayer team invites you to join us 
twice a month for a time of prayer, 
learning, and ministry to God’s people 
at Bethlehem.  The Prayer Team meets 
on the first Sunday of each month for 
a time of conversation, learning, and 
prayer.  Starting this spring, we will 
meet after services on the third Sunday 
of each month to pray with those who 
long for healing.  All are welcome -- 
tell Pastor Jay if you are interested. 
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A Musical Note from Laurie Rossow, Coordinator of Music 

destinations unknown.  The dandelion 
may be a weed, but there is a lesson of 
perseverance to share here. 
 

All through time there have been   
attempts to irradiate Christianity, but 
it just keeps “springing up”!  There 
are those who try to “mow it down” or 
“dig it out” but it is impossible to do.  
God is in control of our lives, making 
each day bright as he showers us with 
an abundance of love.  When our time 
on earth is over, those that have been 
God’s “dandelions”, beautiful only to 
those with child-like hearts, will be 
touched by the breath of God and float 
away with him forever.  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
A special poem for Mother’s 

Day, “Mom’s Favorite Flower”  
by Tamara L. Morris 

 

When asked my favorite flower  
I smile and say while sighin’ 
“I love the rose and the morning  
glory but my favorite? The simple 
dandelion!” 
 

You might wonder aloud and be 
tempted to ask,  
“Why a dandelion – it’s a worthless 
weed;  
Why should a weed be fit to inspire  
Love or even a kind word or deed?” 
 

I’ll smile and nod, then begin to tell 
A story most mothers know; 
I didn’t learn it until I had my own 
And they began to grow. 
 

Scripture: Song of Solomon 2:12 - The 
flowers appear on the earth, the time of 
singing is come, and the cooing of the 
turtledove is heard in our land. 
 

April showers bring May flowers.  This 
simple sing-song rhyme from child-
hood comes to mind every year as I 
turn the page on the calendar from 
April to May.   During the month of 
May, we honor our mothers on 
Mother’s Day.  It is a time to show the 
immense love and appreciation we 
have for our mother.  It is our mother 
who tends to our needs from birth, 
singing to us during sleepless nights, 
and making innumerable sacrifices for 
us by bestowing unconditional love and 
support for us. 
 

From earliest childhood, the dandelion 
has been a symbol of a child’s love for 
his or her mother.  Few mothers have 
missed the joy of receiving a limp  
bouquet of these flowers, proudly    
presented with a smile and the words, 
“Mommy, I picked these just for you!”.  
They are so brightly yellow and so very 
abundant!  Although we consider them 
weeds, I can’t help but wonder if God 
didn’t create this flower just for      
children to give to their mothers.     
Remember how you would hold the 
dandelion under your chin to see if 
there was a golden reflection and your 
secret was revealed... “You like      
butter!”.  When their blooming time is 
finished, the bright yellow changes to a 
glorious silver ball of seeds that      
happily sail off carried on the wind to 

 THE GOSPBELLS ACCORDING TO JANE 
The Bethlehem Gospbells will be selling Spring flower 
bouquets again this year on Mother's Day, May 8.  Since 
Easter was late this year and Mother’s Day is early, there 
is one Sunday left to place orders!  Plan to order your 
flowers at the kiosk on Sunday, May 1.  The bouquets will 
be $6 each and they will be distributed in the narthex   
following each service on Mother’s Day.  This annual 
fundraiser provides the bell choirs with extra funds for 
equipment and other special projects not included in the 
church budget.  Please consider purchasing one or more 
bouquets in support of the bell choirs.  Thank You!   
 

Place your orders on May 1 and enjoy your flowers  
on Mother’s Day, May 8!   

Musicians 
Needed! 

Special music -- 
solos, duets, or 
small groups 
(instrumental or 
vocal) -- is 
needed for the 

summer months!  If you are 
interested in sharing your 
gifts, please call Laurie 
Rossow at (507) 779-9114.   

Once they were big enough to venture 
outside 
Picking up things and such 
They all began to regularly pick 
Those yellow flowers they saw so 
much. 
 

“Mommy!  Here’s a flower for you!” 
They’d cry, in rapturous joy and    
delight. 
They’d fill my pockets, my hair and 
my hands, 
Then run to play again out of sight. 
 

The dandelion grows and garners  
such ire 
From Dads and gardeners the same. 
But for this simple Mom when asked 
for her fave, 
The Dandelion still is its name. 
 

So notice that my place has yellow 
spots 
Dotting the yard and the grounds, 
I think nothing of it and tell all with a 
smile 
“That Mom’s love has spread all 
around!”   
 

Prayer – Loving God, as a mother 
gives life and nourishment to her 
children, so you watch over your 
Church.  Bless our Mothers, that 
they may be strengthened as Chris-
tian women.  Let the example of 
their faith and love shine for all to 
see.  May we, as their daughters and 
sons, honor them always with a 
spirit of profound respect.  All this 
we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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  Date Sunday, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, 10:45 a.m. Special Events 

5/1 With One Voice #5 
Bethlehem Octet 

With One Voice #5 
Bethlehem Octet, WOV Ensemble,  

Children of Bethlehem 

Communion (intinction) 
 

5/8 ELW Service of the Word 
Bethlehem Gospbells 

Contemporary 
Gospbells, Messengers 

Mother’s Day 
(bell choir flower sale) 

5/15 ELW #8 
Chancel Choir 

Gather 
Gather Choir 

Communion (kneeling) 

5/22 ELW #8 
Junior Gospbells 

Contemporary 
Junior Gospbells, LIGHT 

10:45 service - blessing of  
high school seniors       

5/29 9:45 a.m.   

May 1 8:15 
a.m. 

Kathy  
Croswell 

2 
Frank     
Larsen 

Carolyn 
Hovick 

Dee Saman 
Roger  
Saman 

Wayne & Gail 
Date Bob & Ginger  

Erlandson 
Bruce & Sandra 

Abild 
May 1 10:45 

a.m. 
Kathryn 
Freyberg 

3 
Lori 

Ruthenbeck 
Brad Groth Betty Groth Barb Girtz Joan Stoffel & 

Jean Thompson 

May 8 8:15 
a.m. 

Lee Drake 4     Bob & Ginger 
Erlandson 

 
Lavon & Sally  

Burdick 
May 8 10:45 

a.m. 
David  

Hageman 
5     Jack & Pat 

Bengtson 

May 15 8:15 
a.m. 

Linda  
Engstrom 

6 
Karen  

Sandersfeld 
James  

Erdman 
Lorraine 
Carpenter 

Lowell 
Carpenter 

Denny & 
Shirley Ferris 

Brad & Betty 
Groth 

Paul & Lisa  
Hagen 

May 15 10:45 
a.m. 

Jessica 
Hagen 7 

Sandy 
Kuper 

Karla 
Van Lith 

Wally  
Boyer 

Brenda  
Boyer 

Shannon Butler 
& Gunnar  
Boettcher 

May 22 8:15 
a.m. 

James 
Erdman 

8     John & Sharon 
Finucane 

 
May 22 10:45 

a.m. 
Youth 1     Tom & Betty 

Sanger 

May  29 9:45 
a.m. 

Brad Groth 2     Brad & Betty 
Groth  

Tim & Amy 
Heiser 

Jack Halvorson 

    DATE        TIME      READER   USHER                COMMUNION ASSISTANTS                     GREETERS   COMM. SET-UP      COFFEE 

WORSHIP  PARTICIPANTS  FOR  MAY 

�
��������� ����!�������
����!������������������

Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

May 1 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 16 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31 

May 8 Acts 2:14a, 36-41 116:1-4, 12-19 I Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 

May 15 Acts 2:42-47 23 1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10 

May 22 Acts 7:55-60 31:1-5, 15-16 I Peter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14 

May 29 Acts 17:22-31 66:8-20 I Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21 

LECTIONARY  FOR  MAY  
 

Schedules from May-July are available on the desk located at the back of the sanctuary. 
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