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Bethlehem Lutheran Church, ELCA   
Sunday Worship:  8:15 & 10:45 

     The 8:15 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on KTOE 1420 AM. 

720 South Second Street       

Mankato, MN  56001  

Phone: (507) 388-2925                                 

Fax: (507) 388-6920                                             

E-mail: blchurch@hickorytech.net 

Website: www.bethlehemmankato.org 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  387-4187 

  E-mail: pastorjay@hickorytech.net  
Lance Quick:  317-2181 (cell)  

         E-mail:  lquick@hickorytech.net 

Leah Garry: 382-2205 (cell) 

          E-mail:  lgarry@hickorytech.net 

DEADLINE for 

the March Star is 

February 15. 

The Light Shines in the Darknessé.. 

In this season of Epiphany, we cele-

brate the dawning of our hope in the 

coming of the Word made flesh, Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  In this season of 

Epiphany, we turn on the news to hear 

of shootings, the homeless struggling 

with exposure in the brutal cold, wars 

and rumors of wars.  In this season of 

Epiphany, we pray and worship and go 

where following Jesus will lead us.   In 

this season of Epiphany, we are deep in 

discerning the vision of our Lord for 

our life togetherðboth in our Five 

Year Planning Process, as well as 

Natural Church Development. In 2010, 

George Barna and his researchers   

interviewed 5,000 to discover some 

significant insights into the American 

religious environment.  The following 

patterns evident in his survey are  help-

ful for us to consider as we go forward 

into the mission Christ offers us. 

1. The Christian Church is becoming 

less theologically literate. 

A colleague told me of a youngster in 

his confirmation class who asked him 

if they were going to learn about that 

guy who came out of a cave.  The pas-

tor asked if he was talking about Jesus.  

The boy, who had been a product of 

their Sunday school, said he was pretty 

sure thatôs the guyôs name. Barnaôs 

research revealed that less than fifty 

percent of adults surveyed associated 

Easter with Jesusô resurrection, and 

that fewer and fewer are fluent in the 

language of Scripture. What does it 

mean to be church among a people 

who are uninformed in the ways of 

God? 

2. Christians are becoming more 

ingrown and less outreach-oriented. 

Evangelism continues to be a challenge 

as we compartmentalize faith.  Barnaôs 

research revealed that less than one-

third planned to invite anyone to join 

them at a church event during the 

Easter season; teenagers are less  in-

risk of watching congregantsô engage-

ment wane unless they embrace a 

strong spiritual basis for such service. 

Deep community and global engage-

ment is a strength of Bethlehem, and 

a way in which God uses us to     

demonstrate profound love and care 

for the world.  How can we connect 

our passion for service with renewal 

by Godôs Spirit? 

5. The postmodern insistence on 

tolerance is winning over the  

Christian Church. 

Our biblical illiteracy and lack of 

spiritual confidence has caused 

Americans to avoid making discern-

ing choices for fear of being labeled 

judgmental. Love has been redefined 

as the absence of conflict, and the 

balance between standing for justice 

and truth and acting in love is deli-

cate. How might we be confident 

enough in our faith, and the God we 

put our hope in, to understand which 

fights are worth fighting, and which 

stands are non-negotiable? How do 

we do that in a congregation and  

denomination that has suffered in 

recent years from conflict and      

turmoil? 

6. The influence of Christianity on 

culture and individual lives is 

largely invisible. 

Christianity has indisputably shaped 

Western Civilization and American 

cu l t u re .  Ye t ,  c o n t e mp o r a r y        

Americans, even Christians, are hard 

pressed to identify any specific    

impact our faith has made on the 

world we inhabit and the lives we 

live.  Christianity is no longer the 

default faith of young adults, and new 

and imaginative ways of relating to 

Americans and sharing the good news 

of the God who has found us in Christ 

is imperative.  What difference in   

our community and world does   

Bethlehem make?   

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAY DAHLVANG 
clined to discuss Christianity with 

their friends than was true in the past; 

most of the people who become 

Christians these days do so in re-

sponse to a personal crisis or the fear 

of death (particularly among older 

Americans); and most Americans are 

unimpressed with the contributions 

Christians and churches have made to 

society over the past few years. How 

do we show and tell of the God who 

is loving us and the world? 

3. Growing numbers are less     

interested in spiritual principles 

than they are in learning pragmatic 

solutions for life. 

When asked what matters most, teen-

agers prioritize education, career  

development, friendships, and travel. 

Faith is significant to them, but it 

takes a back seat to life accomplish-

ments and is not necessarily per-

ceived to affect their ability to 

achieve their dreams. Among adults, 

the survey suggests the areas of grow-

ing importance are lifestyle comfort, 

success, and personal achievements. 

Spiritual practices like contemplation, 

solitude, silence, and simplicity are 

rare.  Rather than seeking first the 

Kingdom of God, a relatively superfi-

cial approach to faith has become a 

means of ñoptimizing our life experi-

ence.ò   What does it mean to be the 

church so that faith in God is not a 

means to ñan optimal life              

experience,ò but an authentic and 

transformative response to Godôs 

saving act in Christ? 

4. Among Christians, interest in 

participating in community action 

is escalating. 

Largely driven by the passion and 

energy of young adults, Christians are 

more involved in community service 

activities than has been true in the 

recent past.  Though good news,  

Barna warns that despite the          

increased emphasis churches run the 
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MONTHLY MISSION PROJECT,  FEBRUARY SERVING GROUP 

F E B R U A R Y  M I S S I O N  P R O J E C T :   G L O B A L  H E A L T H  M I N I S T R I E S  ( G H M )  

Gordon Anderson 

Gary Berger 

Kurt Burdick 

Iona Bursaw 

Lowell & Lorraine Carpenter 

Kelly Christensen 

Stan & Bev DeFries 

Darryl & Karen DeRemer 

Lynn & Carmen Freyberg 

Jodi Jones 

Sharon Jones 

Tom & Sheila Karels 

Elayne Lidstrom 

Jennifer Morrow 

Brenda Olmscheid 

Dan & Bridget Padilla 

John & Donna Panzer 

Gary Peterson 

Jeff Poole 

Jim & Pat Rossow 

Joyce Rossow 

Jason & Jessica Schaefer 

Troy & Heather Stehr 

Bryce Stenzel 

Elizabeth Von Ohlen 

Donna Walz 

Kathy Yale 

 

FEBRUARY SERVING GROUP  ~  Chair:  Mary Hall (387-3503)    Co-Chair:  Aileen Eick (625-3549) 

ñHelping the hands that heal.ò 

Thank you to everyone who has      

supported Global Health Ministries 

now and in the past.  The needs are 

great, but together we have helped this 

organization ship sea containers filled 

with needed medical/dental supplies 

that are sent to countries requesting 

specific items.  Over the past 15 years, 

Bethlehem has provided funding for 

shipping costs, thousands of newborn 

(formerly midwife) layette kits,      

hospice kits, rolled bandages, and  

useable medical supplies such as 

crutches, canes, walkers, wheelchairs, 

and arm/leg braces.  It has been     

spectacular to witness the outpouring 

of love and concern for people in the 

midst of extreme suffering.  Together 

we have been able to offer hope for a 

better life. 

Prayerfully consider how you can 

ñhelp the hands that healò through 

contributing to Global Health Minis-

tries, which is headquartered in 

4) Rolled bandages -- sign out a    

bandage roller.  This is a good 

winter project!  Check the        

information center for directions. 

Contribute clean, unstained white 

sheets. 

5) Contribute medical equipment in 

good condition which is no longer 

needed by you.  Larger items may 

possibly be shipped with ISJôs 

weekly shipment (talk with Laurie 

Bentdahl). 

Please call Betty Sanger if you have 

any questions.  Thank you, and may 

Godôs blessing be on you.    

    ~  Community & Global Mission Board 

Fridley, MN, with paid and volunteer 

staff led by Director Rev. Tim       

Iverson.  Please write checks to    

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and put 

ñGHMò on the memo line.   

Shipping costs have risen by 50%, so 

monetary contributions are always 

welcomed.  In-kind gifts/contributions 

which are presently being accepted 

and always requested are: 

1) Newborn kits -- a year-round    

project -- thereôs a drop box in the 

coat room by the library.  Kit  

instructions are on display in the 

narthex. 

2) AIDS/hospice kits -- there will be 

a drop box in the coat room.   

3) Baby blankets -- 30 x 30 knit or 

crocheted (no wool).  Check    

information center for directions.  

Contribute clean, unstained white 

sheets. 
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BETHLEHEM FELLOWSHIP  &  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 FAIR TRADE 

ITEMS FOR 

SALE: 

 

Coffee:  $7 per bag 

 

Tea:  $3 per box 

 

Hot Cocoa:  

$5 per can 

 

Baking Cocoa: 

$5 per can 

 

Candy Bars: 

$3 each  
 

Try them all!! 

 

BCCC Welcomes  

Janeen Swenson! 
ñI grew up in North Mankato and have 

been a member of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church for 17 years.  I live in Kasota 

with my husband, James, and our two daughters, Emily 

and Aubrey.  I have a Child Development Certificate 

from SCC and have been working in the child care 

field as a teacher and/or director for the last 14 years.ò 

Monday Nights at McDonaldôs    

McEducator Nights 
The Bethlehem Child Care Center receives a  

portion of the funds from all in-store      

purchases at the Adams Street McDonaldôs 

from 5-7 p.m. on the second Monday of 

each month through May, 2011.  We  

benefited by $500.00 last year to put toward 

the playground.  The funds will be used in the same way this year.   

 

We like to call the second  Monday of the month  

McBethlehem night!   

 ECHO  

FOOD 

SHELF  

HAS 

MOVED!  
The current economic situa-

tion has affected many of our 

neighbors, and demand for 

food assistance from the 

ECHO Food Shelf has        

increased by 51% in the last 

decade (we served 34,716 

people in 2009). We are in 

line to distribute a million 

pounds of food this year. Our 

Board of Directors has taken a 

gigantic leap of faith and has         

purchased the old DeGroodôs/

Costumes Galore building on 

South Front Street. The     

purchase price and renovation 

costs will be $600,000, and 

we need your help to pay 

for it. If you are able to 

make a donation at this 

time, please make your 

check payable to the ECHO 

Building Fund and mail it to 

P.O. Box 3212, Mankato, or 

see our website at 

www.echofoodshelf.org.  

Thank you for your support 

of ECHO. 
 

 

 

 

ECHO Building  

Campaign:  

ñFeeding Our Neighborsò 

 

During the month  

of February,  

we will be collecting  

personal care items.  

A Life Worth Living 
 

     In the future, scientists may be able to prolong 

life, but will it be worth living?  For the apostle Paul, 

Jesus Christ had made life profoundly worth living. 

In the letter to the Philippians, Paul writes why this 

is the case for him and his readers as well.     
 

     In our new series, we will look at what Jesus 

Christ brought to Paul's life and to the lives of the 

Philippians which made their lives so supremely 

worth living. As we look at Philippians, we discover 

what Christ did for Paul and his readers He does  

today for us.    
 

     Our format is similar to Alpha.  We gather each 

Sunday at 5 p.m. through March 13 (no meeting on 

February 6, however).  We begin with a delicious 

catered meal, have a short worship time, watch a 

video, and break into small groups for conversation.  

We have you on your way home by 7 p.m.   An $8 

donation covers the cost of course materials.   Child 

care is available at no cost. To register, contact the 

church office.  

Bethlehem shared Christmas greetings and a 

delicious ham dinner at the Salvation Army on 

Sunday, December 26.  Thank you to team leader 

Randy Drager and the following people for    

donating food, money, and time:  Lavon & Sally 

Burdick, Tom & DeeAnn Nelson, Randy &     

Rachel Wood, Jeff & Kari Edwards, Brad & Betty Groth, Bob & 

Susan Brown, Bill & Barb Manske, Scott & Kris MacLean, Deloris 

Guenther, Darlene Hines, Carl & Rita Schoenstedt, Dale & Diane 

Hachfeld, Tom & Linda Engstrom, Jay Backstrom, Randy & Ian 

Drager, Jodi, Molly, & Megan Jones, Alice Haugen, Selma Braun, 

Chuck Heaberlin, Rocky & Ruth Schoenrock, Rae Allen, and 

Aileen Eick.  Your dedicated service to this local mission project  

is appreciated by Bethlehem members and the commu-

nity.  Bethlehem serves again on March 20.  Please call Bob & 

Susan Brown (387-2976) if you want to be part of this meaningful 

mission in our own neighborhood.         
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Bethlehem Women  

of the ELCA 
At 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday,     

February 9, 2011, Pastor Jay will 

lead a Bible study in Grounds for 

Joy.  All Bethlehem women and all circles are invited to 

attend.  Mark your calendars for March 9, when the   

Bible study by Pastor Jay will continue.   

Please join us! 

Our thanks to Pastor Jay        

Dahlvang and Betty Sanger for 

their many visits and prayers 

while Jack was in the hospital     

for his final stay.  We are truly 

grateful.  Also, thanks to all who sent flowers, 

cards, called, visited, and prayed with us and for 

us.  Thanks to the lunch committee and to those 

who furnished cakes and served the lunch after 

the   funeral.  God bless you all for your love and 

support.  

           ~ Caroline (Mrs. John H.) Jones & family 

A NOTE ABOUT  

CANCELLATIONSé 

In case of inclement weather on 

Sunday mornings, listen to 

KTOE 1420 AM for cancella-

tion announcements for worship 

and church activities.  In case of inclement 

weather on Wednesdays, our evening events 

will follow the cancellation decision of the        

Mankato Public Schools. 

Wednesday Night Suppers  
Join us for good food and fellowship in the dining room on  

Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:30. Cost remains at $4.00 for adults, 

$3.00 for students through confirmation age, and $11.00 for      

families.  Nourish your body and your mind as you converse and 

relax with others before you go to choir, bells, confirmation, 

etc.  Five serving teams are established, with room for more       

volunteers.  Volunteers serve six times during the year.  Call the 

church office to get on a list. BRING YOUR NEIGHBORS AND 

FRIENDS!  This is an opportunity for fellowship with members for 

Bethlehem and a community outreach.   2500 meals were served as 

people enjoyed good food and friends last year. 
 

 

 LETôS MAKE WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

BETHLEHEM NIGHT!      
 

Menus for February: 
 

February 2 -  chicken noodle hot dish, peas & carrots, 

     biscuits with honey, sherbet 
 

February 9 -    beef commercials, cole slaw, fresh fruit 
 

February 16 -    pork rice casserole, breadsticks, lettuce salad 
 

February 23 -    soup and sandwich, fresh fruit 

 

The family of Arlene 

Stenzel is grateful for 

your words, expressions 

of kindness, visits, and 

cards over the last 

year.   We rejoice with 

Arlene as she celebrated her birthday in        

January.  Your prayers for Arlene are             

appreciated, and we ask that they continue. 

Guess what?  Itôs almost that time 

of year for Bethlehemôs Couplesô 

Retreat!  It will be held at the 

Holy Spirit Retreat Center on 

February 11-12, 2011.  The first 

thing I ask is that you  reserve the 

dates.  The second thing is to   

invite another couple to join us.  The last thing is to 

come, eat, enjoy, and be merry!  Please join us!  A sign-

up sheet and a list of what to bring will be in the church 

office.  Thanks!   ~  Laurie Bentdahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethlehem Members:  Thank you for        

purchasing gifts for Pathstone Living       

residents!  We had a great Christmas 

party, and your gifts made it extra     

special!  Thanks for sharing your holiday 

joy!   

                 ~ Linda McDonald, Pathstone Living  
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February   2011  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28  
 

   

   
 

   

7 pm - BCCC Board 

      8:15 & 10:45 amð
       Worship  
9:30 amðEd. Hour & new 
member reception 
2 pm-MN River Conference 
5-7 pm-Life Worth Living 
5 pm-Valentine party 

        
         7 am - Sweet Shoppe  
             Bible Study 
12 pm- Menôs101 Main  
            Bible  Study 
1 pm - Library Board 
5:15 pm  - Stewardship  
6:30 pm - Earth Stewards 
 

 
         9 am - TOPS 
9 am - BWELCA - Grounds 
          for Joy 
Noon - Staff planning mtg. 
3:30 pm - Womenôs Bible 
                 Study - GFJ 
WEDNESDAY EVE. 
ACTIVITIES  

 8:15 &10:45 amðWorship    
 9:30 amðEd. Hour 

Life Worth Living 
group will NOT 
meet (Super Bowl!)   

 

5-9 pm - MCC 
5:45 pm - TOPS 

     9 am - TOPS     
      1 pm - Staff mtg 
3:30 pm - Womenôs Bible 
                 Study - GFJ 
WEDNESDAY EVE. 
ACTIVITIES 

          

          4 pm - Website 
                 Committee 
5-9 pm - MCC 
5:45 pm - TOPS 
6:30 pm-Momôs Circle 
     at BW3 downtown 

        7 am - Sweet Shoppe  
                  Bible Study 
 9 am - Quilters 
 Noon-101 Main Bible Study 
 1 pm - Library Board 
 7 pm-Council 

 

CALENDAR  

Mark your calendars with these upcoming events! Wednesday Night Schedule 
 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.      Wednesday Night Supper 

5:15 - 6:00 p.m.     Junior Gospbells 

5:15 - 6:15 p.m.     Chancel Choir  

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.     TIMES  

6:00 - 7:45 p.m.     Confirmation  

6:15 - 6:45 p.m.     Children of Bethlehem 

6:30 - 7:45 p.m.     Bethlehem Gospbells 

6:45 - 7:45 p.m.     Gather Choir  

7:45 - 8:30 p.m.     The Messengers 

Couplesô Retreat 
(through Saturday) 
at the Holy Spirit 
Retreat Center 

       Senior High Retreat 

in Minneapolis (through 
Saturday) 

2/4-5 Senior High Retreat in Minneapolis 

2/9 9 a.m. - BWELCA Bible Study with Pastor Jay  

2/11-12 Couplesô Retreat - Holy Spirit Retreat Center 

2/12 9:30-noon - Servant event at Gustavus 

2/13, 20, 

& 27 

5-7 p.m. - Life Worth Living - Heritage Room 

2/13 2 p.m. - MN River Conference in Waseca  

5 p.m. - Valentine Party in Youth Room 

2/18 7 p.m. - House of Bread Talent Show - Dining Room 

5-9 pm - Mankato 
      Childrenôs Chorus 
5:45 pm-TOPS 
 

           7 pm - House of   
           Bread Talent  Show 
 

       8:15 & 10:45 amð
      Worship 
 9:30 amðEd. Hour 
5-7 pm - Life Worth Living 
 

      8:15 & 10:45 amð
      Worship 
 9:30 amðEd. Hour 
5-7 pm - Life Worth Living 
 

     5-9 pm - MCC 
        5-7 pm-
McEducatorôs Night at 
McDonaldôs 
5:45 pm - 
TOPS 

 

         7 am -Sweet Shoppe 
            Bible Study 
9 am - Quilters 
 Noon-101 Main Bible Study 
1 pm - Library Board 
6 pm - Childrenôs Board, 
   Music & Worship Board 
7 pm-Evangelism, Facilities, 
C & G Missions 

             7 am - Sweet Shoppe  
                Bible Study 
 Noon-101 Main Bible Study 
 1 pm - Library Board 

.   
         9 am - TOPS 
  1 pm - Staff mtg.  
WEDNESDAY EVE. 
ACTIVITIES 
 
 

            9:30-noon -- 
Servant Event at  
Gustavus (food pack 
event) 
Couplesô Retreat ends 

      9 am - TOPS 
     Noon-Adult Ed.   
        meeting 
1 pm - Staff mtg. 
WEDNESDAY EVE. 
ACTIVITIES  
 

    Senior High Retreat 

in Minneapolis  
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY  

Save the dates for the following  

opportunities provided through 

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries: 
 

*     April 29-30, an overnight retreat for the 2nd-5th 

       graders of Bethlehem. 

*   June 12-June 16 for Day Camp at BLC. The theme 

for 2011 is ñCling to the Crossò and focuses on the 

theme verse ñFor the message of the cross is           

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God.ò Registration 

will begin in May.   
 

And, of course, itôs never too early to think about a 

week-long summer camp adventure for your child! 

Camp is one of the best feeder systems the church has, 

helping to provide future leaders for ministry. 

We are corporate members of Green Lake Lutheran 

Ministries in Spicer, MN. This will get our members 

special rates to attend camp.  

Valentineõs Day Party for  

Bethlehem Families & Children!   

Join us on February 13 at 5:00 p.m. in 

the Youth Room at Bethlehem. We will 

be making crafts and homemade 

chocolates!  We will also be playing 

Valentine Bingo as a group.  This is a 

GREAT way to meet other families 

while having fun! Friends are welcome!  

Pizza and beverages will be provided.  

The 5th Rotation will begin on   

Sunday, February 6.  Save the date: 

The children will sing in church on 

Sunday, February 27, at the 10:45 

service. 

The LIGHT offering/mission for 

February will be to help support 

building health kits. This is for 

AIDS and hospice kits for Global 

Health Ministries, our February 

church-wide mission project.  We 

are collecting items that will be   

assembled in health kits to be     

distributed to various countries with 

the greatest needs. We would like 

for Sunday, February 13, to be 

SOAPY SUNDAY! Please consider 

sending a bar of soap with your 

child to help us build kits.  In       

addition, throughout the month the 

children can either continue to bring 

a monetary offering or items such as 

bath towels, wash cloths, and Band 

Aids.  A mailer with more detail will 

go out early February. 

LIGHT is in need of YOUR help!! 

We are always looking for Light 

Keepers and Facilitators. It takes 25 

volunteers each Rotation to make 

the program run successfully! We 

need YOU! Please consider donat-

ing your time for either a 3-5 week 

period or the whole year! Contact 

Leah Garry at 507-382-2205 or 

lgarry@hickorytech.net to volunteer 

or just to learn more about the    

exciting LIGHT program. 

 

 

Servant Event Opportunity! 

Calling all Bethlehem  

Children & Families! 
 

On Saturday, February 12, from 

9:30 to 12:00, there will be a 

Food for All Hunger Awareness 

food pack event at Gustavus  

Adolphus College in Saint Peter.  

Participants of all ages are     

welcome to participate in the 

many opportunities for learning 

and involvement through speak-

ers, education booths, advocacy, 

and hands-on activities including 

an emergency food pack of 

250,000 meals with Feed My 

Starving Children, which is 

funded by Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans. This is a great oppor-

tunity to teach our children about 

the value of giving back and 

helping others. 

F E B R U A R Y  L I G H T  N E W S  

MILESTONE  NEWS 

Kindergartners and their parents (or grandparents) 

prayer quilt unit has been changed to Sunday, March 

13, during the Light education hour.  During Confirma-

tion on Wednesday, February 23, the students will be 

making tie fleece blankets for their service project. 

This is a Milestone and Confirmation activity. The   

students will be making five blankets that will be     

donated to the Salvation Army men's shelter. 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

I am finished.  You 

know the saying, one 

day at a time.  Or the 

question, How do you 

eat an elephant?  One bite at a time.  

I took my last ñofficialò seminary 

course at Luther Seminary.  I 

crammed a 4-year program into 7 

yearsðnot the fastest finish, but a 

finish.  What did ñweò get out of 

this?  I personally completed a  

Masterôs degree in Youth and    

Family Ministry (this is not a    

Masterôs in Divinity that a pastor 

receives, so I am not a pastorðpoint 

of confusion to many).  Truthfully, 

this is the least of what was          

important, as my intent always was 

information that will help the 

church.    This was a well-rounded 

program with about 1/4 of the 

classes based in Bible, 1/4 of the 

classes based in general pastoral 

care, leadership, church history, and 

ethical background, and 1/2 of the 

classes in youth and family ministry.  

There is not one class taken that  

didnôt make its way into the        

programming of the church in some 

wayðmostly through children and 

youth.  This is a fact.  Milestones 

ministry, urban ministry trips, CSI 

(Christôs Servants Involved), and 

Bible studies are examples of where 

benefits were gained.  There is also 

a network of at least 50-75 youth 

directors/pastors that we know     

nationwide who slip good ideas to 

us from time to time (benefits of 

networking).  As I reflect back, I 

humbly admit that I was wrong  

(OK, Donna, once).  I was reluctant 

to go back to school.  But informa-

tion is value, and we received the 

latest information in youth and   

family ministry to develop the best 

program for our children and youth.  

Thank you, Bethlehem, for being 

progressive.  My intent is to give it 

all back in spades.  See you in 

church.  ~ Lance 

Are you looking for a night away from home for laughs, food,   

and ñgoodò friends? Join us  at House of Bread for an evening     

of entertainment!  Bring your favorite munchies to pass.  A wealth  

of local entertainment has been recruited, but we are looking      

for good acts.  A sign -up sheet is in the office.   

Friday, February 18  ~  7 p.m. -  9 p.m.   

A free will collection will be taken for a local charity.  

Our next Bethlehem Circle of Hope for Homeless Youth will meet in          

the new LSS Drop-in Center for at-risk and homeless youth on Thursday, 

February 10, 2011, at 6:00 p.m.  The Drop-in Center is located behind     

Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  Have you noticed the new brick facade and    

windows on the SMILES building (former Social Security Offices)?  Part of 

the west end of that building has been leased by LSS for the Drop-in            

Center.  An open house is being planned for the near future.   Many area church 

members have helped raise funds to rent this space, and we hope to continue 

supporting the Center with fundraisers, volunteers, food, and other needed  

supplies and support to help young people "go and fly and be amazing!". 
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 NICE TO KNOW... 

Eunice Sassenberg was 

randomly chosen as the 

winner of a quilted ñSave 

the Planetò bag of earth-

friendly items for being a 

member who receives the 

STAR online.  If you would like to 

sign up to receive our newsletter 

online,  please  e-mail Christine at 

chris@bethlehemmankato.org.   

Congratulations, Eunice! 

MINNESOTA  

RIVER  

CONFERENCE 
 

T h e  M i n n e s o t a  R i v e r             

Conference Annual Meeting      

is Sunday, February 13, from   

2-3:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 

Church in Waseca.   

 

If you are interested in what  

God is doing in the larger church 

and would like to represent 

Bethlehem that day, please     

contact Pastor Jay. 

Aging With Grace, by 

David Snowdon, Ph.D., 

reveals how attitude, faith, 

and community can add 

years to our lives.   

The library is always     

appreciative of suggestions from our 

readers for titles, authors, or subject 

areas that they would like to see added 

to our collections.  Write your sugges-

tions down on paper and put them into 

the library book drop.    

NEW AT  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN: 

NATURAL CHURCH  

DEVELOPMENT (NCD) 
Bethlehem has begun a process to develop 

natural church growth.  Our team has chosen 

two focus areas for development: that of      

passionate spirituality and loving relationships. 

We believe that people here at Bethlehem live 

committed lives and practice their faith with joy and enthusiasm 

devoted to Jesus Christ and His work.  To this end, it is our hope 

to inspire a  Christian walk that extends from church on Sunday to 

everyday life on Monday.  In the future, we hope to implement 

practices which will promote Christian love and care for each 

other.   NCD team members:  Karla Van Lith (leader), Pastor Jay 

Dahlvang, Laurie Rossow, Pastor Al Girtz, and Tom & Betty 

Sanger. 

It's high time to clean and update 

the Heritage Room display 

cases!  Our first meeting will be on 

Thursday, February 17, 2011, from 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in the Heritage 

Room.  We'll start by cleaning a few 

dusty glass shelves, planning our   

strategy for updating the historical  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  s e a r c h i n g 

for Bethlehem artifacts.  We need 

helpers and ideas!  Come to the meet-

ing or call Marsha Qualset, 388-

4970, with questions or suggestions. 

TOP TEN WAYS TO TELL  

IF A CHURCH IS SPIRIT-FILLED: 

10. You have to assign numbers to people who want to share their 

       testimony in worship. 

9. As the pastor closes the sermon, the chant of ñWe want more!   

We want more!ò erupts. 

8. The ushers have to empty the collection plates halfway through 

the offering because they are too full.   

7.   The choir begins to sing and canôt stop. 

6. Members begin buying new Bibles because they wore the others 

out. 

5. There is an influx of people asking, ñIs there something that I 

can do?ò. 

4. New classes and small groups have to be formed because so 

many people want to teach.   

3. People offer their seats to newcomers. 

2. New altar rails have to be installed to handle the crowds. 

1. The congregation douses the pastor with Gatorade at the end of  

the service.   

The Lutheran Study Bible    

features the NRSV translation 

as well as introductions, notes, 

and articles written by over 60 Lutheran 

pastors and teaching theologians.  This 

resource is designed to invite readers to 

experience the Bible and its message 

through solid background material, 

unique Lutheran insights, and opportuni-

ties for faith reflection.  Reader-friendly, 

inviting, and engaging, this is the perfect 

study Bible for both youth and adults 

who want to encounter Scripture in a 

fresh and new way.  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the office for those who wish to 

purchase a Lutheran Study Bible.  Group 

discounts are offered.  
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ñSo, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,  

believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.ò     ~  Mark 11:24   

A Devotional from Pastor Don Roberts 

I want to reflect on a few aspects of 

prayer.  The main facet of prayer is 

to trust God.  Trust that God loves 

you.  Trust that God wants the best 

for you.  If we do that, our trust and 

faith will increase, even if we donôt 

receive the things for which we ask.  

My faith and trust have increased 

during this illness, even though I 

havenôt received the healing for 

which I have asked many times.  

That brings up another aspect of 

prayer.  God changes us through 

prayer even if we donôt receive the 

things for which we asked.  Prayer is 

a two-way communication with God.  

We talk to God and God talks to us.  

That communication changes us.  

We are changed to have more trust 

and faith.  We are changed to have 

more concern for others.  God       

answers prayer with ñyesò, ñnoò, or 

ñwait a whileò.  We sometimes    

wonder why God answers a simple 

natural request with a ñnoò.  I have   

to admit I donôt know.  We have to 

remember that the main reason for 

prayer is that God changes us for the 

DEVOTION/ADULT FORUMS/BIBLE STUDIES 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrigôs 

Disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.  His devotionals are written 

with the aid of a letterboard and an assistant.  Pastor Donôs book is available in the church office ~ $15 each. 

 

Wednesday Womenôs Bible Study 
will meet on February 9 and 23 

 at 3:30 p.m. in Grounds for Joy.  

New Location - Sweet Shoppe 2! 

Weôve changed our meeting      

location!  Join us every Tuesday 

morning at 7:00 a.m. at Sweet 

Shoppe 2, which is located in the 

former Dunn Bros. Coffee      

building,  1745 Commerce Drive 

in North Mankato. 

Men & women are welcome.  
Come and join us --  

we have room for more! 

Momôs Circle  

Bible Study   
Momôs Circle is a   

community of women 

created in the image of 

God, called to  disciple-

ship in Jesus Christ, and 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit.  Our  callings are to engage in minis-

try and promote healing and wholeness in 

the church, the society, and the world.  A 

group of moms with young children meets 

on the third Monday of every month during 

the year at 6:30 p.m.   The  February meeting 

will be on February 21 in the Otis Room 

at the downtown BW3.   

Menôs Tuesday Noon Bible Study 
meets at 101 Main in the City     

Center Hotel.  Lunch is followed by 

an informal Bible study -- this is 

very low-keyed, and no one is ever 

ñput on the spotò or in any way 

made to feel anything but very  

comfortable.  All men are welcome.  

good.  We may not get everything 

we ask for, but we get everything we 

need.  Trust God in prayer.  God will 

change you for the good.   

 

 

February 6  Adult Education Fair - representatives from Bethlehemôs various 

     Bible studies will be present to answer questions to help people 

     choose which Bible study group is the best fit for them. 

February 13 New Member reception 

February 20 A presentation by the Community & Global Missions Board 

February 27 Bible study with Pastor Jay based on study materials found in The 

     Lutheran magazine 

 

ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE - Heritage Room, Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & BIBLE STUDIES 

Prayers Wanted! Our Bethlehem 

prayer team invites you to join us 

twice a month for a time of prayer, 

learning, and ministry to Godôs people 

at Bethlehem.  The Prayer Team meets 

on the first Sunday of each month for 

a time of conversation, learning, and 

prayer.  Starting this spring, we will 

meet on the third Sunday to pray with 

those who long for healing.  All are 

welcome -- tell Pastor Jay you are 

interested. 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

A Musical Note from Laurie Rossow, Coordinator of Music 

Colossians 3:16 ~ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another   

in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 
 

I still think of our cranberry/red hymnals as ñnewò, although we have had them for more than a couple of years 

now.  The hymnal is full of classic and contemporary songs to sing.  I am happy they mixed the old and the new 

tunes for such a wonderful blend of musical styles. 

 

If was fun for me to put together the lists of your favorites in the Top 10 Hymns and the Top 10 Christmas 

Hymns at the end of 2010.  I wanted to have more fun with you! 

 

When you open your hymnal each Sunday, do you just sing the song and close the book, or do you take a moment 

to look at all of the other information on that page?  It can be truly interesting to look at the bottom of the page 

and note the tune and the composer -- and what about the author?  Each song has a person behind it carefully 

choosing every word that pours from his or her heart for the purpose of glorifying God. 

 

Many times we can ñName That Tuneò, but can you ñName That Hymn Writerò?  Now for some fun!!  See if you 

can match the hymn writer with their song.  Who wrote the following hymns?  (answers are below) 

 

 1.  Joy to the World (ELW #267)        a.  John Newton 

 2.  Jesus Christ is Risen Today (ELW #365)      b.  Fanny Crosby 

 3.  Come to the Table (ELW #481)              c.  Horatio Spafford 

 4.  A Mighty Fortress (ELW #504)         d.  Isaac Watts 

 5.  Blessed Assurance (ELW #638)         e.  Francis of Assisi 

 6.  It is Well With My Soul (ELW #785)       f.   Claire Cloninger 

 7.  Amazing Grace (ELW #779)          g.  John Ylvisaker 

 8.  All Creatures of Our God and King (ELW #835)   h.  Martin Luther 

 9.  Borning Cry (ELW #732)               i.  George Frederic Handel 

            10. Hallelujah Chorus             j.  Charles Wesley 

 

Next Sunday as we sing each hymn, take a moment to note the writer and composer, then say a word of thanks 

for their gifts to us as we worship and praise God. 

 

Answers:  1) d    2) j    3) f    4) h    5) b    6) c    7) a    8) e    9) g     BONUS!  10) i 

 
numbers by each choir and three 

mass numbers will be performed.  

There is no admission charge, but a 

free-will offering will be received to 

help cover expenses.   

The Bethlehem Gospbells and the 

Junior Gospbells will both be       

participating, so we hope many of 

you will plan to attend and listen  

to our òjoyful noise!ó. 

Save the Date!  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church will 

host the Minnesota Valley Handbell 

Festival on Sunday, March 6, at 3:00 

p.m.  First Presbyterian Church is  

co-hosting and helping with the   

arrangements.  The concert will 

feature fourteen choirs representing 

seven Mankato churches, plus the 

Riverbend Bells, Mankatoõs commu-

nity handbell ensemble.  Solo   

Sunday, March 6, 2011 
3:00 p.m.  



 

11 

  Date Sunday, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, 10:45 a.m. Special Events 

2/6 With One Voice 

Bethlehem Gospbells,  

Chancel Choir 

With One Voice 

Bethlehem Gospbells, 

Gather Choir 

Communion (intinction) 

 

2/13 ELW #8 

Bethlehem Octet 

Contemporary 

Octet, The Children of Bethlehem 

 

2/20 Gather 

Chancel Choir 

Gather 

Gather Choir 

Communion (kneeling) 

2/27 ELW #8 

Junior Gospbells 

Contemporary 

Junior Gospbells, LIGHT 

 

February 6 
8:15 

a.m. 

Linda  

Engstrom 
2 

Sally     

Burdick 

Jan  

Boyum 

Lorraine 

Carpenter 

Lowell  

Carpenter 
Wayne & Gail 

Date Lavon & 

Sally Burdick 

(intinction) 

Bruce & Sandy 

Abild 
February 6 

10:45 

a.m. 

Kathryn 

Hanson 
3 

Brenda 

Boyer 

Wally 

Boyer 

Barb 

Girtz 

Kathryn 

Hanson 
Jim & Marcia 

Nagel 

February 13 
8:15 

a.m. 
Lee Drake 4     

Denny & 

Shirley Ferris 

 
Brad & Shannon 

Butler 
February 13 

10:45 

a.m. 
Kathy Yale 5     

Joan Stoffel & 

Jean Thompson  

February 20 
8:15 

a.m. 

James  

Erdman 
6 

John 

Croswell 

Kathy 

Croswell 

James 

Erdman 

Frank 

Larsen 

John & Sharon 

Finucane Bob & Ginger 

Erlandson 

(altar) 

Brad & Betty 

Groth 
February 20 

10:45 

a.m. 

David 

Hageman 
7 

Dalton 

Matthies 

Melissa 

Matthies 

Sandy 

Kuper 

Lori 

Ruthenbeck 

Holly McCarron 

& Verona 

Roberts 

February 27 
8:15 

a.m. 

John 

Croswell 
8     

Ardis & Don 

Grotta Paul & Lisa 

Hagen 
 

February 27 
10:45 

a.m. 

Jack 

Halvorson 
1     

Lori Ruthenbeck 
& Dalton Matthies 

    DATE       TIME    READER   USHER                COMMUNION ASSISTANTS                     GREETERS   COMM. SET-UP      COFFEE 

WORSHIP  PARTICIPANTS  FOR  FEBRUARY 

WORSHIP SERVICES,  LECTIONARY,  &  PARTICIPANTS 

Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

February 6 Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 112:1-9 [10] 1 Cor. 2:1-12 [13-16] Matthew 5:13-20 

February 13 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 119:1-8 1 Cor. 3:1-9 Matthew 5:21-37 

February 20 Lev. 19:1-2, 9-18 119:33-40 I Cor. 3:10-11, 16-23 Matthew 5:38-48 

February 27 Isaiah 49:8-16a 131 I Cor. 4:1-5 Matthew 6:24-34 

LECTIONARY  FOR  FEBRUARY 
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