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720 South Second Street Pastor Jay Dahlvang: 387-4187
Mankato, MN 56001 E-mail: pastorjay@hickorytech.net
Phone: (507) 388-2925 Pastor Collette Broady Preiss: 380-3049 (cell)
Fax: (507) 388-6920 E-mail: pastorcollette @hickorytech.net
E-mail: bichurch@hickorytech.net Lance Quick: 317-2181 (cell)
Website: www.bethlehemmankato.org E-mail: Iquick@hickorytech.net

Leah Garry: 382-2205 (cell)
E-mail: Igarry@hickorytech.net
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Five Year Plan diverse understanding of the rolecommunity?”. Finally, last night,

Nearing Completion and the life of the church. Theywe gathered to prioritize goals in
One of the most memorable sermortve taken on this call with a senséifteen categories, including
| have heard was long ago in thef purpose and dedication, and whaBuilding, Stewardship, Global
Luther Seminary Chapel of the Incar@ Privilege it has been to work withMission, Child Care, Youth Minis-
nation by my Hebrew professorthem, pray with them, and grow totry, Leadership, and other areas.
Mark Throntveit. Dr. Throntveit know them. Thanks! | have learned much in this process.
preached on a word from the Psalmkhe process started last spring ak has been a time of listening—to
that was the refrain of a popular son@lfillment of the church council you, to each other on the Task
at the time by Amy Grant. «yourgoal of long range discernmentForce, and certainly to God.
word is a lamp to my feet and a |ighguiding the course of our ministry. Throughout we have considered our
unto my path,” the psalmist writes irf-ast summer, the task force conebject not to make a plan, or to
Psalm 119:105. | remember hinyened, and began review of the texffigure out what God wants us to do,
saying, “And just how bright do youDiscerninq Your Congregation’s but to be led by God’s Word and
think a lamp in Old Testament time&uture: A Strategic and Spiritualvoice in your voices—kind of like
was?” Rather than a blazind\Pproach Throughout the pastthat lamp the Psalmist refers to.
theophany illuminating our path likeyear, the Task Force has not undeiNext, the goals we have arrived at
a supernova, the Word brightens otood its mission as formulating aare conservative. While some, if
way enough to take one step, thefan as much as listening—to Gochot most, shared with us legitimate
another, and then yet another, int@nd to you. In order to do that, weconcerns about challenges we face,
the future God has prepared for us. have hosted a series of events tfor the most part Bethlehem seems
The year-long discernment of th&ive you ample opportunity to sharefairly satisfied at this time in our
will of God for our life together atWhat your joys and challenges ardnistory. We don't need radical re-
Bethlehem is nearing conclusionhere at Bethlehem, and where yowonstruction as much as attending
The Church Council and Five YeaPelieve God is calling us to in theto the things we need to shore up,
Task Force met last night tdiext years. Last fall and winter, aand celebrating the things we do
prioritize the fifteen goals that haveeries of small group meetings werevell.  Perhaps the most evident
been identified through prayerheld at the church and membersthange to come from the process
study, conversations, learning thBomes, where congregants wergill be the beginning of overdue
needs of the community and thable to share concerns as well asenovation of the building, but the
world, remembering our past, an&easons for optimism. In Januarymost significant change for the
anticipating the future. The entiré Day to Remember was celebrate¢ongregation will be on a renewed
process has reconfirmed God's boldp the Fellowship Hall. Not only emphasis on discipleship.
promise through the propheWas it a day to recall our past, it waghe Task Force is completing a
Jeremiah: “For surely | know thealso a day that will be long remem-document laying out Bethlehem’s
plans | have for you.....plans fooered, as the theme of God’s faithFive Year vision for ministry to be
your welfare and not for harm, tdulness to Bethlehem arose agaimpproved by the council and shared
give you a future with hope.” and again. In the spring, wewith you in August. Please
Thanks to the Task Force, who werg@athered for a night of normmark your calendars for a
prayerfully selected by the Churchdentification—a chance to identify congregational meeting on
Council to lead this effort. They arethe subtle, unnoticed ways howSunday, August 14, at 11 a.mlt
Mary Bliesmer, Susan Brown, JasoBethlehem lives. The task forceis time to live confidently into the
Bruns, Kari Halbur, Bob lhrig, Frankwent out and interviewed commu-decisions we have made, guided by
Larsen, Deb Pipes, and Ron Smitmitylleaders in government, healthGod’s Spirit, discerned in prayer,
As long time members and newconfare, education, and religion,shaped in conversation and the love
ers, retirees, empty nesters, and thoggking, “How can Bethlehem God has for us and for each other.
with young children, they brought Zontribute to the life we share in our ~ Pr. Jay




Greetings from your new pastor! work internship, | started working at both of us to live and work in the
| write this on only my 6th day in the an ELCA church near campus, and same town.
office, and I'm already feeling quite through that, discovered my call to

at home here at Bethlehem. So muchbe a pastor. Our son Oliver (who mostly
of that is due to the wonderful knows himself as Ollie) was born

welcome you have given me. From | moved to Chicago to go to on Christmas Day of 2009 and
the Facilities board who prepared my seminary, and soon after met Joshcontinues to be a source of great
office, to the staff who are showing through a mutual friend. Josh was joy and adventure for Josh and I.
me the ropes, to all of you who have working on his Ph. D. at the We look forward to having him
given me positive feedback after University of Chicago at the time. baptized here at Bethlehem this
worship, | say thank you. | am so We were married here in Minnesota fall.

glad to be your pastor, and | know in 2002. When | graduated, we _
that this feeling will only grow and Stayed in Chicago for my first call, at My hope is that most of my

deepen with time. a congregation also named Summer at _Be?thleh(_em will be
Bethlehem. spent worshipping with you and
Getting to Know You getting to know what goes on here

I've just started getting to know you, In 2007, we felt God's call, this time and all the people who give their
and you me, so let me tell you a little for Josh, to move to Lewisburg, time to the ministries of this
more about myself. As some of you Pennsylvania for a job at Bucknell church. To that end, I invite you
know, | was born and raised in University. Much to our surprise, we to come by for a visit, to see my
Alaska, mostly in Wasilla (which stayed there 3 years, and | servednew office, and help me get to
you have heard of because Sarahthree congregations as interim know you. | plan to be in the
Palin is also from there). My home pastor. In that transitional ministry, I office Monday through
congregation in Wasilla is a mission learned a lot about God's faithfulness Wednesday mornings, and some
congregation, started when | was justand worked through a lot of conflict of Friday too (though some
a few years old. | was an active part with those Congregations. Fridays I will be out at
of the youth group there, and also _ _ Redeemer). Thursday and
participated in the statewide and Finally, after 4 consecutive years on saturday will be my days off, so
national Lutheran Youth the job market, Jo_sh was offered ajf you can contact me on other
Organization leadership. tenure-track position at MSU days, my family and | would
Mankato. We were and are so appreciate it. 1 am, of course,
| left Alaska to attend Pacific Pleased to find a job that is fulfilling always available by cell phone for
Lutheran University in Tacoma, for Josh, is also near family (Josh emergencies.Peace, Pr. Collette
Washington, where | studied music grew up in Chaska and Shakopee),
and social work. As part of my social and has opened the possibility for
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JULY SERVING GROUP ~ Chair: Ginger Erlandson (278-3007)

Gordon & Michelle Aase Geraldine Evers Lance & Donna Quick

Karsten Backlund Cory Freyberg Glenn & Mavis Saxton

Michael & Janet Backlund  Curtis & Jackie Halvorson Diane Sjolander &

Brad & Shannon Butler Opal Helberg Craig Skorr

Jill Carlson Roger & Jean Hoppe Dan & Jody Skorr

Doris Cotton Paul & Lorie Huebert Jean Thompson sce2
Mom—hly Barbara Ellis Elaine Kunz Mike Wachtel Monthly
Ser'ving Elizabeth Englin Tim & Nancy Lidstrom Cathleen Young Serving

Gr'oup Peder Engstrom Barb Manske Gr‘oup
Bob & Ginger Erlandson Holly McCarron
Larry & Carol Evans Jim & Marcia Nagel
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The Earth Stewards Committee will
be setting up a table in the narthex
labeled Sharing the Harvest. The
table will be up by the beginning of
July and will remain up for most of
the summer. When those cucumbers
and zucchinis get to be more than
you can handle (you can only bake so much zucchin
bread, right?), feel free to bring it in and leaven
the table. If you have any produce that would
otherwise go unused (don't let it go to waste)agpde
share the bounty that God gives us every sun
Anyone wanting to take cucumber or two, feel fre
There will be a container for a free will offeririgr
the produce. Any money raised will go to the EC
food shelf -- so we can help feed people twice!
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Earth
Stewards
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Are you expecting a ne
-, addition to your family? Or do

Meal = you know someone who is? Let
ejclors the Mom's Circle of Bethlehe
Moms help by allowing us to get some

home-cooked meals to you
through the Meals for Moms program. Bringing
home a new baby is an overwhelming & stressful
time for many, especially during the first two week
Hopefully by providing meals, we can make that
transition period smoother for the families. If
interested, please contact Kami Matteson
kimatteson3@gmail.com
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BLCW Summer Event
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Respond, Rejoice”. The event will be
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Coffee will be served.

Pastor Collette will present a sumn
, Bible Study based on Lutheran Wor
d Today (June, July, & August): “Rene

Wednesday, July 13from 9-11:00 a.m.
in the Heritage Room and is open to
Bethlehem women. Guests are welco

ner
en
w,

on

all
me.
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T™i Our Book of Faith Study, which began
t June 22, looks at Paul’s letter to the Rom
' We will have twomeeting times to choo
from on Wednesday—either 10:30 a.m.
#6:30 p.m. The cost of the book is $8.

Study Series form in the office.

New Bible sign up, contact Pr. Jay or see the enrolln

or
To
nent

Coffee: $7 per bag

Tea: $3 per box

Hot Cocoa: $5 per can
Baking Cocoa: $5 per can
Candy Bars: $3 each

Try them all!!

Adult Forum on Sunday, July 3

at 10:45 a.m. in the Heritage Room
On July 3, we will be talking about the Honor Fh

Network. Mike Pulis will be providing a bri
presentation regarding the history of the Honogtik.
Several Bethlehem members who went on the H
Flight to Washington, D.C., to tour the National Kdg
War Il Memorial --Don Grotta, Chuck Heaberlin, Bob
Isdahl, Clayton Schwanke, Gordy Struss, Chuc
Troldahl, and Wayne Geary -- will be present to tal
about their experiences as well. We are grafefutheir
military commitment more than 65 years ago.
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“We're going out to meditate ...
in our fellow ship.”




Those of us who have never had a chance to visit a
developing country might risk thinking that our life is a
standard for the majority of human beings on this planet. It is
the norm for us that our children attend a school. It is also
taken for granted that our schools have electricity, restrooms,
lunch programs, and qualified teachers. Our spiritual
connection with lambi Secondary School in Tanzania reminds
us that not everyone is blessed with such realities. This
Tanzanian school is Bethlehem’s partner community in Africa
through the Southeastern Minnesota Synod.

During the month of July, when we focus on lambi as our
mission project, we are reminded of how blessed we are
living in our community but also of how needy our sister
congregation is.

lambi is a small village north of Singida and is the district
administrative city in the Singida Region. lambi is a bumpy
two-hour drive from Singida. The school buildings are very
basic. There is no electricity at the school or in the town of
lambi, and thus no electric lights by which to study, no
computers, and no power for a water pump. There is a well
that is pumped by hand. Because there is no plumbing, there
are no bathrooms as we know them, just outdoor toilets. Food
for the students is cooked over an open fire, and they eat
outside if the weather is nice, as the dining room is too small
to hold everyone.

Thanks to the past generosity of Bethlehem, the school will
soon have running water and electricity.

When we put our resources together with those of the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod’'s Partner Congregation
Program, we can improve the lives of lambi’'s students and
staff. We can give the opportunity of education for many
children otherwise destined to be deprived of this basic
human right.
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Financial

As you may have heard, the general fund
~ncia1 D@lance at the end of May was a POSITIVE

NOTES $418!!l This is wonderful news! There are

two main reasons for this.

are below budget by $21,000. This amoun

primarily made up of staff salaries that were buede

for the first half of the year, but not paid ouAs we

move forward with a full staff, we will continue to

keep you updated on our financial health. Thank
for continuing to support Bethlehem.

faith or God's Word.
ment, seeds also refer to offspring. Je

First, member envelope
giving is $7,000 more this year than at this tirast|l
year. The second piece of the puzzle is that esgmen

The Bible often uses seeds as symbols of
In the OId Testa-

Sus

said people who believe in him can perform mighty
deeds with “faith the size of a mustard seed” (Luke
17:6). Many of Jesus’ teachings use seed imagery;
for example, in the parable of the four soils, he said
the seed, God’s Word, can grow only when pepple

hear it, “hold it fast in an honest and good he

art,

and bear fruit with patient endurance” (Luke 8:15).

Library News
400th Anniversary
of the

King James Bible
God’s Secretarigsby Adam
Nicolson (220.1). This is th
story of the making of th

A
%
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King James Bible. The seven

years between bein
commissioned by James the Sixth of Scotland

First of England in 1604 and its publication in 1611

remains a mystery. The 50 or so men poured

over

Greek and Hebrew texts, comparing and arguing

with each other.
men is claimed to be the greatest work in prose
written in English. Check Google for mg
information.

ECHO FOOD SHELF
In July, we’ll be
collecting vegetables.
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The translation made by these

ever
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Highlights of activities during July

6, 13,
20, 27

10-16
5,12
19, 26
24

Adult Forum at 10:45 a.m. about the Honor Fligketaby
Bethlehem members

5:30 p.m. ~ Wednesday Evening Worship in the Chapel
(on 7/27, worship will be at Sibley Park

Boundary Waters trip (youth)
Organ recitals at GRACE Lutheran, 12:10 p.m.
Organ recitals at BETHLEHEM, 12:10 p.m. (throughgA®6)

MN Teen Challenge here for the 9:45 service, with a
potluck following worship
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Thank youto the 16 children from Bethlehe

and three counselors from Green Lake Bil

Camp for a SUCCESSFUL Day Camp 2011
special “thank you” to Jason & Angela Bru
and Dave & Shelley Pettis for graciou

hosting the counselors in their homes for me:
And a special "thank you" to Tom & Bett

Sanger for hosting them in their home dur
the duration of their stay in Mankato. Be

the lookout for Green Lake Day Camp to return

in 201211

Save the Date for
BIG JUNGLE
ADVENTURE!

Go wild on a faith
journey with Jesus!

rapids, and prepare for a BI
JUNGLE ADVENTURE! Kids won't
want to miss a minute of this bi
adventure where they can go wild f
Jesus! Complete with interactive ar
engaging activities, kids will learr
about Jesus' amazing love all da
every day.

What: Vacation Bible School 2011
Where: Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Who: 3 year olds thru 5th grade

When: July 31 - August 4
from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
(free-will offering meal
before at 5:30)
Reqistration deadline is July 22

Volunteers are Needed!

Grab a vine, brave the

U)

“No, Henry. “The Feeding of the Five
Thousand' is not another one of
the pastor’s fish stories.”




Hot! 101-102 degrees makes Himself or Herself known in for your presence in the catastrophic
Monday and Tuesday, the everyday greeting of small healing those in need, but we
Quick 60+ degrees on children as they great me everyespecially thank you for vyour
Notes Wednesday. Ok, Lord, morning with a smile. *“Hi, Mr. presence in the unremarkable. Help
you have my attention! Lance!”. Or the high school graduate us to notice and bask in the little
| was mowing the lawn who hugs you as you approach theirthings that You do for us. Amen.
on Monday and burning up twigs and party — uncontainable excitement overSee you in church. ~ Lance
stuff in my yard when my neighbor their very noteworthy accomplish

comes over and says, “Are you nuts?ment. Or the proud parents who ha
It's 100 degrees and you are sitting byfixed up the family home in anticipe
the firel!”. “Yes,” | answered, tion of your arrival—beaming as the
“What's your point?” | have to be a thank you for coming. Or the sme
little on the daft side, | am a youth of a rainstorm after it has passed;

director. It is part of my job descrip- the stars in the Boundary Waters;
tion. It is the only way to get the excitement of a congregation

attention in an information overload they meet the long awaited ne
society. Do the unexpected. Ok, | pastor. God is most remarkable wh
was a little nuts. He or She is not “obviously” preser
Do you think God is getting our but you still have a powerful goo
attention? Thatis a big job! feeling rush over you. The sad thii
Tornadoes, hurricanes, tsunamis -- itis, are we too busy to enjoy it? /

is all old news. That was yesterday.our feet touch the floor in th L

Unless you are in the middle of the morning, we are already planning tl ., ,

storm, it is forgotten a couple of days busy day ahead. God provides t PASTOR'S CANOE TRIP 1S ",V,HAT:
later. Negative news is unremark- remarkable in everyday life and w ABOUT A WEEK AWAY?

able. We see it all in the movies if fail to notice because we are too busy
not in real life. It takes something being busy. Lord, help us to enjoy
totally different and outlandish for us what we have been given and to see
to even talk about it. Or does it? | you every day as You roll out the
think it is most remarkable when God carpet for each of us. We thank you

* +
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July 10-16  Boundary Waters Trip
August 7-12 CSI: Mankato

Christian Fel |owshi]::u Lcac]crﬁhfp
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Creative " Welcomin g New
ExPressiDn and Different Faces

i

é;} h

Youth -

P A G E Prnvi&c you with a solid
LI =<% 7 7

Christian foundation and
Spiriha\ai resources so you
“It's good to be back from the youth retreat, although I'd
like to say I felt your prayers covering me...”

Local Stewardship- j TriP
Servl'ng(}ur Commun:’tg ' an:'strﬂ'.

—_—

can share thcpod news of
God’s iuvc...junt by bcins you!




The Endowment Committee receive
many thank-you notes such as this:

ENDOWMENT NEWS

Your Bethlehem Endowment Fund

has provided scholarships for, .
Bethlehem Endowment Committee:
seventeen -- yes, seventeen -- student

MINNESOTA

TEEN CHALLENGE
On Sunday, July 24, our 9:45 worship
service will be led by members |of
Minnesota Teen Challenge.

eS

. . Thank you so much for the| . . :
who are pursuing their Couegescholarshi monev. It will helo a ton Minnesota Teen Challenge is a faith-
education. Students receiving thesé'’ P y _ P based residential drug and alcohol
scholarships are: with college. | appreciate all the | program for teens and adults. Those

support and love that the Bethlehe
family has given to me throughout th
years. Again, thank you!”

Jayd Abild

Jayd Abild
Gunnar Boettcher
Amber Steen
Jacob Trautman
Christa Wolner
James Erdman
Alexander Crooker
Anna Delatorre
Raechel Erdman
Levi Janssen
Kathryn Olson
Gretchen Osdoba
Marci Rossow
Adam Trautman
Taylor Anderson
Bronson Myers
Amanda Rorem

of you in attendance last vyear
requested a return visit from them
again this year. If you missed this last
summer, you don't want to miss| it
againl Come and hear powerful
testimonies of God bringing men and
women out of deepest darkness into
His glorious light. Come and hear
their music and share in their
stories. We will have two offerings

on this Sunday: one for our general
operating budget, and one free-will
offering for MN Teen Challenge. |If
you are unable to attend but would
like to make a donation, please write a
check to Bethlehem (note in the
memo line “MN Teen Challenge')

and leave it in Elizabeth's mailbox|in
the church office. A potluck meal jin

the Heritage Room will immediately

follow the worship service. Please
bring a dish to pass.

Help Others in the Community

and Earn a Taxfree Stipend
As a Senior Companion, you c
help others while wusing ar
developing your personal streng
and skills. Senior companions are
years of age or older, service
hours or more a week to earn a sn
tax-free stipend plus receive tra

Foster

ar
nd
th
5
1
Na
Ve

S
3
b

)
| Grandparent Volunteers Needed

reimbursement, training, & other/We are looking for retired persons, age

benefits. For more information,/55+, to volunteer at Kid's
contact Gail Sumerfelt at 507-337+Korner. Foster grandparent volunteers
0382 or 507-530-2295. serve 15 hours a week and are eligible
N to receive a tax-free stipend, mileage

5 reimbursement, and other

)\i (i ?\q benefits.  For more information,

e contact Gail Sumerfelt at 507-337-

0 o
" Senior
Companions

b P

0382 or 507-530-2295.

what we give is more important.

no one can ever take it from you.

etter twice measured than
once wrong. ~ Danish proverb

hat we gain is good --
ach day comes bearing its own
gifts -- untie the ribbons!

grudge is a heavy thing to carry
and it wastes spiritual energy.

earning is the best wealth --
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A Devotional from Pastor Don Roberts

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlelmm189-1996. He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Géérig
Disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiratidife and faith to our congregation. His devotids are written
with the aid of a letterboard and an assistanstd®d@on’s book is available in the church offic&15 each.

“May you be made strong with all the strength thatcomes from His glorious power, and may you be preped
to endure everything with patience, while joyfullygiving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you tshare in
the inheritance of the saints in the light.”” ~ Colossians 1:11-12

Those words are with the illness. | have prayed for resurrection of Jesus, we have eternal

/,/' part of Paul's healing many times. Those prayers life. To spend eternity with
= introduction to the have obviously been answered with ¢ Jesus and our Christian friends is

Colossians. There “no”, at least for now. We have unimaginable for us in this life. This
are two aspects of every reason to be hopeful, butis the big picture. Once we see the
those verses that | patience is part of hope. We are or big picture, we have every reason to
want to write God’'s timetable. Most of us want be thankful for the smaller things.
about. They are things done_now It just doesn't My suggestion is to think of
patience and work that way. We are on God’s everything that was right today,
thankfulness. Patience is a difficult timetable. We have every reasonhowever small, and thank God for it.
quality to learn, at least for me. | to be hopeful. Patience is part of Through patience and thankfulness,
was never patient about health issues hopefulness. we will be strong in Christ.
Then | developed a disease wher¢We also have every reason to be
patience is a big factor in dealing thankful. Through the death and

Prayers Wanted! Our Bethlehem

) -/ 001 # ) #. 1 prayer teaminvites you to join us
0+213 .+*04 -5*6,+3- 247.8 06 *.95 104-5 ,4 2:8 .47 2/23- twice a month for a time of prayer,
learning, and ministry to God’s people
July 3 Bethlehem men will discuss the U.S. Hondilights (see page 3 for | at Bethlehem. The Prayer Team meets

on the first Sunday of each month for
a time of conversation, learning, and
prayer. We will meet after the
service on the third Sunday of each

more information)

August 7  Five-Year Task Force (tentative)

month to pray with those who long
for healing. All are welcome -- tell
Pastor Jay if you are interested.

Mom’s Circle
Bible Study

Mom’'s Circle is a
community of womer
created in the image
God, called to disciple
ship in Jesus Christ, a
empowered by the Ho Wednesday
Spirit.  Our callings are to engage |in Women's
ministry and promote healing and wholeness  Bible/ i e v
in the church, the society, and the world. |[A Discussion Y;WOTE@D’S 1745 Commerce Drive in North
group of moms with young children meets at ~Group ‘”;«131 le Mankato.

. TR0 "udg Men & women are welcome.

Men's Tuesday Noon Bible Stud

at 101 Maininthe CityCenterHotel B 1 B L E ST U DY
will NOT meet during the summer. | New Location - Sweet Shoppe!2
Join us every Tuesday morning at
7:00 am. at_Sweet Shoppe |2
L W which is located in the former
JE% Dunn Bros. Coffee building,

o -
—

12
L

< =

6:30 p.m. on the third Monday of every Will meeton

month during the yearWe will NOT be | July13&27 ° A .
meeting in JSI or Xugust at3:30 pmin WY Come and join us --
Y ' Grounds for Joy. we have room for more!

9



Svlvie i i v bbb v bv ie i b v be pe D v v b fv D v iv pe D v v e Ev D v Ee fe D D v R B D B v e v

A

RRRNARNRRRRNRRARRBRRNNPARRRBRRNNPARRBRRIRNNRPRRBRRNRPRRERZLRIIRNT

A Musical Note from Laurie Rossow, Coordinator of Music

What comes to mind when you think of the llluminated in the dark by the light of

3

And this be our motto, “In God is oura

4" of July? Perhaps you are excited aboutreedom, these colors bear witness to the Trust.”

the three-day weekend, which means ansacrifice and courage of those men and
extra day off from work that may also be a women who are ensuring the freedom of
paid holiday. Maybe your family plans to the United States of America.”
go on a picnic, enjoy a parade, or watch a
fireworks display. People decorate with the Have you thought about the American flag
colors red, white, and blue. Flags areand all that it stands for? It represents an
displayed everywhere you look - on front emblem of the greatest nation on Earth. It
porches, in the yards of our neighborhoods,has been carried into battles for centuries.
along the city streets, and some marklt is placed on the graves of our honored
graves in our cemeteries. This display ofdead who fought for the right for us to
patriotism is wonderful, but the one word remain a free nation. It flies high now in
that should come to mind is “freedom”. this time of war as well as during times of
peace.
Here in the United States of America, we
are free. But we must not take this Words from favorite patriotic songs fill
freedom for granted. | don't know who my head and my heatrt...... “My country
said it, but | will quote here: “Freedom is ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee |
not Free!”. Throughout history, many have sing” (from “America”). "O beautiful for
made sacrifices to insure our freedom. Itspacious skies, for amber waves of
continues today with the many men andgrain...America! America!l God shed His
women enlisted and serving our country grace on thee” (from “America the Beau-
during this time of war. At our home, we tiful’). “Oh, say can you see by the
proudly display the flag because of the dawn’s early light, what so proudly we
contributions and sacrifices made by sohailed” - “The Star Spangled Banner”, our
many to keep us all free. national anthem, whose words were
written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key. Did
My daughter, Jenna, is getting married nextyou know it has_fourstanzas? Only the
month.  Her fiancé, Scott Miller, just first is commonly sung today. Here are
became a new member here at Bethlehenthe words from the®stanza —
last month. | hope you will have the oppor- Oh! Thus be it ever, when free men shall
tunity to meet Scott and thank him. Scott is stand
in the Army Reserves and recently servedBetween their loved home and the war'’s
in Iraq and Afghanistan with the 4¥2 desolation!
Engineer Company. When he came homeBlest with victory and peace, may the
at Christmas time, he brought us all gifts heaven rescued land
from Iraq. We received an encased Ameri-Praise the Power that hath made and
can flag and Certificate of Authenticity preserved us as a nation.

And the star-spangled banner in triump!

shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home g
the brave! |
In 1956, the United States adopted as |J:
national motto “In God we trust”, take
from the words of this % stanza of “The
Star Spangled Banner”. It is difficult forJg
me to sing or recite these words withoutJy
tear falling down my cheek and a surge ¢j
patriotism filing my soul. | am sodg
grateful to live in the United States ofg
America, where we all enjoy freedom.  Jg
Lz
We as Christians enjoy another freedordg
and we can display it every day of théd
year. There is true freedom in knowing
Christ. Just like the flag represents fre
dom, Jesus is a banner over us, protectiﬂ;
and shielding us. In Christ, we live o
life to glorify Him, so that His banner o
love, truth, and peace can be seen by
We can be free in our spirit to serve Him.u
PSALM 3:3 -- “But thou, O Lord, art au

shield for me; my glory and the lifter oin
mine head.”

J7
ROMANS 8:2 -- “For the law of the spiritfg
of life in Christ Jesus made me free frogy
the law of sin and death.” i

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank you for Ioven
truth, and peace You grant to all. Tha
you for all we enjoy in the United State
of America. Guide our leaders. Prote
our military. Use us and this country t

reading, “So that all shall know, this flag Then conquer we must, when our cause it share your peace and light to all the worl

was flown in the face of the enemy at FOB is just,
(Forward Observing Base), Kalsu, Irag.

Amen.
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Rossow at (507) 779-9114.

Musicians

STAGO ORGAN RECITAL SCHEDULE

Every Tuesday through August

16 at 12:10 p.m.

Needed!

Special music -
solos, duets, d

=

The Sioux Trails Chapter of the American Guild of O
organ recital series during the summer months. Thi
made to divide the series in half, with the first f
Lutheran Church (located at the corner of 4th and M

rganists will host an

s year, the decision was
ive concerts to be at Grace
ain Street in Mankato), and
rch. The recitals will begin

At Bethlehem Lutheran

Z?S?Irlume%rtgtl? the final half to be held at Bethlehem Lutheran Chu
. at 12:10 p.m. and last approximately 30 minutes.
vocal) - i
needed for the |At Grace Lutheran :
" | July 5 - David Mertesdorf
I
summer mo_nths. If. you are July 12 - Charles Luedtke/Tim Moke  July 26 -
interested in sharing yolr
gifts, please call Laurie

July 19 - Mary Schuldt

Kris  tina Langlois

August 2 - Michael Asmus
August 9 - Chad Fothergill
August 16 - Christine Schulz
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Date Sunday, 9:45 a.m. Special Events

713 WOV #5 Communion

7/10 ELW #10 Special Music: Betty Cords
7117 ELW #8 Communion

7/24 Minnesota Teen Challenge Potluck following service

(see page 8 for more information)
7/31 Contemporary Praise Band Baptism

LECTIONARY FOR JULY

Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel

713 Zechariah 9:9-12 145:8-14 Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
7/10 Isaiah 55:10-13 65: [1-8] 9-13 Romans 8:1-11  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
7117 Isaiah 44:6-8 86:11-17 Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
7124 | Kings 3:5-12 119:129-136 Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
7/31 Isaiah 55:1-5 145:8-9, 14-21 Romans 9:1-5 Matthdw 3-21

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR JULY

DATE TIME READER USHER COMMUNION ASSISTANTS GREETERS COMM. SET-UP  COHEE
9:45 Dee Roger Brenda Wally |Dennis & KarenBob & Ginger
July 3 am. Betty Sange 7 Saman Saman Boyer Boyer Sandersfeld | Erlandson Jack Halvorson
9:45 : Randy & Rache Bruce & Sandrg
July 10 am. Bob lhrig | 8 Wood Abild
Jul 17 9:45 Sandy 1 James Barb Carolyn Lori Margaret Ryar| Tom & Betty | Jack & Pat
y a.m. Kuper Erdman Girtz Hovick |Ruthenbeck & Lori Steen Sanger Bengtson
Jul o 9:45| Melissa 5 Duane & Janic Brad & Shanno
y a.m. | Matthies Ahlness Butler
Jul 31 9:45 | Mary Beth 3 Rae Allan & Brad & Betty

Schedules for July are available on the desk locateat the back of the sanctuary.
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